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“90TH Coneress, Ist Session. 





Some further discussion followed, in which | 
Messrs. CATHCART and HOLMES, of South 
Carolina, participated. 

Mr. PETTIT expressed his wish to speak to 
the bill, though not to this amendment, and he 
moved that the committee rise. He withdrew the 
motion, however, at the request of 

Mr. STANTON, who entered into a further ex- 

Janation of his views as to the advantages likely 
to result to navigation as well as astronomical 
knowledge in general, from the expedition pro- 
osed, and was proceeding to fortify his positions 

y quoting the scientific letter imbodied in the report 
of the Naval Committee, when 

Mr. HILLIARD expressed his hope that the 
gentleman would give way for a motion that the | 
committee rise. 

Mr. VINTON remonstrated, and expressed his | 
earnest desire that the bill would be disposed of 
to-day. 

Mr. STANTON said he would waive further | 
remark if the question could be taken now. [Cries 
for the question. } 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the committee rise. | 
Lost. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment, appropriating five thousand dollars for 
the expedition to Chili, and it was decided in the | 
affirmative by ayes 80, noes 34. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment to the bill; 
which was read. 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the committee rise; | 
which motion prevailing, the committee rose ac- | 
cordingly. || 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, asked leave 
to offer a resolution, that when the House adjourns 
on Tuesday next, it will adjourn to Friday next. | 
The resolution being objected to, it was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, on behalf of | 
the minority of the Committee on Indian Affairs, | 
made a report in relation to the Cherokee Indians 
in North Carolina. [The majority report on the 
same subject was made some time since.] The 
minority report was referred to the Committee of | 
the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

And then the House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Nancy 
Hough, in her own right and on behalf of Andrew Finley, 
Polly Fintey now the wife of Walter Bell, and the widow 
and children of John Finley, deceased, heirs of Samuel Fin- 
ley, deceased, who was a lieutenant in the revolutionary 
War, praying for commutation pay. 

By Mr. McCLERNAND: The petition of a number to 
citizens in [linois, for a post route from Metropolis city of 
Jonesborough. 





IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, June 3, 1848. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
Mr. STURGEON, presented a petition from | 
William Gilmer and others, asking the construc- | 
tion of a post road between Philadelphia and New | 
York; which was referred to the Committee on the | 
Post Office and Post Roads. 
| 

| 

| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of —— Allen; which was read a first time. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported House bill in explanation of an 
act entitled ** An act to apportion the proceeds of | 
the public lands, and to grant preémption rights;”” 
which was taken up for consideration, and read a 
third time, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, 2,000 copies of the map 
of the route for a canal across the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama were ordered to be printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. HALE introduced the following, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 


Resolved, That Lloyd Wallace and Sylvester Gray, labor- 
rs in the service of the Senate, be allowed, the former az |! 
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$2 per day, and the latter $1 50 per day, to take effect from 
the commencement of the present session of Congress, to 


be paid under the direction of the Committee to audit and | 


control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate. 


Mr. DOWNS submitted the following: 


meetat Ll o'clock, 


second time by their titles and appropriately re- 
ferred. 


On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 


proceeded to the consideration of the resolutions 


in relation to the collection of statistical informa- 
tion submitted by him on the 10th ultimo. The 
resolutions were read, as follows: 

Resolved, §c., That the Commissioner of Patents be, and 
he is hereby, directed to report annually the seiling prices of 
the agricultural products of the several States of tie Union, 
upon the farm or plintation, and at the market town or city 


nearest to the produce; and also the price of labor, by the |! 


day or the month and the vear, in each State or division of 
a State, where prices materially vary in different parts of 
the same State. 

Resolved, further, That said Commissioner also report an- 
nually the number and description of manufacturing estab- 
lishments in the United States in which the capital invested 
exceeds § 3; the amount and quality of goods manutac- 
tured of each; the selling prices at the manufactories; the 
prices paid for labor to the hands engaged in the manufac- 
tories, and the places where the manufactories are situated 

Resolved, further, hat it shall be the duty of the several 





| deputy postinasters of the United States to answer all such 


ingniries as may be submitted to them by the Commissioner 


|, Of Patents, and give such information as they muy be able to 


obtain touching the subjects embraced in the foregoing res- 
olutions. 

The resolutions being before the Senate as in 
Committee of the Whole— 

Mr. BENTON rose to resist the adoption of the 
resolutions, which appeared to him to open a field 
of inquiry to which there were no limits, Folios 
might, under these resolutions, be collected, of no 
more value to the public than the contents of last 
year’s Almanac. Manufacturing establishments ! 
Of what character? Was it to include all the do- 
mestic establishments for the fabrication of clothing? 


| The price of labor! What particular kinds of labor 


were intended? Was it the price for the present 
or the past year, or for years back? How was all 
this information to be collected? It was to be done 


‘| by the Patent Office; and all this vast amount of 
| unnecessary labor was to be thrown on that office, 


while the examination of patents is fifteen months 
in arrear—so much so, that resolutions have been 
subinitted here for the purpose of getting patents 
examined. Pass these resolutions, and a new set of 
officers will be required. There must be a head to 
direct, and it would employ a number of clerks to 
write letters all over the United States. Then the 
answers must be received, and digested, and filed. 
And how were they to be verified? Would you have 
agents in every place where agricultural produce 
is sold? Then, the printing alone of this mass of 
matter would bring an enormous expense on the 
Government. And for what purpose? We have 


now a price current printed in every commercial | 
city and town, and by this the people are gov- | 


erned in all their transactions. The Federal Gov- 
ernment seemed to him to be madly shooting from 
its sphere. If we were to print millions of the 
document called for by these resolutions, we should 
not supersede the use of the prices current. 

Mr. VUNDERWOOD expressed his regret that 
he shouid have introduced resolutions which had 


excited the Senator from Missouri—a Senator of | 
such experience, the oldest Senator on the floor— | 


Had he 


to such a vehement opposition to them. 


supposed they would have led to such consequences || 


as had been stated, he surely would never have 
offered them. Had he supposed that he was about 
to impose on the Commissioner of Patents the duty 
of inquiring at every farm in the United States the 
value of the products sold, he would not have intro- 
duced his resolutions. 
that his cal! would have been capable of being con- 
strued as the Senator from Missouri had construed 
it. Certainly he had no intention of the kind; and 
he was willing to make any modification which 
might be suggested. He had, in expectation that 
his resolutions would be opposed, spoken to the 


Resolved, That on and after Mouday next, the Senate will | 


| 


He never had dreamed | 
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Commissioner of Patents, and was told that his 
plan would subject the office to no additional ex- 
pense, The information would be sent through 
the Post Office Department. It was only necessary 
for the Commissioner to prepare the form of a cir 
cular, which would be addressed to all the deputy 


s : | postmasters. They would, no doubt, send answers; 
A considerable number of bills received from the | f : ‘ 


House of Representatives were read a first and | 


and these replies would be puton file. He did not 
propose, in calling for a list of manufacturing estab- 
lishments, to go into the domestic operations of 
carding, and spinning, and weaving. As to the 
expense, he had left a blank which might be filled 
with §5,000 or $10,000—a sum which would be so 
limited as to exclude the possibility of going into 
these details. If the Senate should think the in- 
quiry as to the agricultural products too searching, 
he was willing to make it specific—to name wheat, 
rye, corn, &e, 

The Senator from Missouri said the information, 
when obtained, would be of no more value than 
last year’s Almanac. He disagreed with the Sen- 
ator on that point. He thought the information 
would be very useful; and he would give the Senate 
an example to illustrate this: How are our army 
and navy supplied with clothing, &e.? Whence 
do they derive their subsistence? You send out 

| contractors to make purchases. He had looked 
' into the accounts of some of these contractors, some 
| time ago, and had seen, that, in some instances, 
| oats had been charged at a price two or three times 
| beyond what they could have been obtained for in 
| his neighborhood. With this information before 
| it, the proper department could institufe a compar- 
| ison of prices, and thus detect any abuses which 
| might exist. The Senator from Missouri might 


|| think this no object; but he (Mr. U.) thought it 


| important to gain information which would have 
\| the effect of enabling the contracting department 
|| to be on its guard against abuses. 
| As to the price of labor, the resolution says that 
i} the return is to be merely a general return from 
States, or divisions of States, when there isa ma- 
| terial variation in the prices. In this matter a good 
deal was Icft to the discretion of the Commissioner 
of Patents. If we employ the deputy postmasters, 
and collect this information, the whole expense of 
the printing would certainly not exceed $],000. 
|| He again expressed his regret that so vehement 
‘| an opposition should have been made to his reso- 
\| lutions by a Senator who had so much more ex- 
perience than himself. If he could have seen — 
|, of the great evils which that Senator had described, 
|| he certainly would not have offered the resolutions, 
| Mr. BENTON adverted to the enormous costs 
| for printing which had been brought on the coun- 
\| try by resolutions apparently of trifling importance 
in themselves. One of these calling on the Com- 
| missioner of Patents to furnish certain agricultural 
statistics had led to the report of a document of 
some 1,400 pages, and the cost of printing of which 
amounted to $90,000. Again, in the instance of a 
voluminous documentary history, Congress was 
rescued from a heavy pecuniary expenditure, and 
thought itself fortunate to escape at the cost of 
|| $550,000. When the fifteen thousand deputy post- 
| masters shall have burdened the mails with their 
| answers to these inquiries, it would require a new 
'| building to hold the mass of paper which would be 
| collected. How many clerks would be necessarily 
'| employed in digesting the information, under one 
| 


|| directing head? Then we should begin to see the 
extent of the consequences of this inquiry. Yet, 
all this would be merely preliminary. When the 
|| matter is collected, then will come the printing, and 
then the distribution of the matter printed. And 
| then would come the great inquiry, Of what nse is 
‘all this? Would not everybody in the world find 
| out the price of everything in the world without 
| this volume? Every man who makes a contract 
| will refer to his own knowledge—to his own mem- 
_ory—for the necessary information to guide him. 
|| Nothing that he can obtain from this document will 
|| alter the price of a single commodity in the mar- 
|| ket. The sellers will not go to these books, sup- 

osing they can get them, to regulate their prices. 

he books might show that at one time cotton 
) brought thirty cents per pound; but would that in- 
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fluence the market price now ? The Senator from 
Kentucky said this information would be beneficial 
to the Subsistence department, but it would have 
no effect on the market prices. The officers at the 
head of the Subsistence department are ventiemen 
in whom he had entire confidence. General Gibson 
and General Jesup were men of experience, and de- 
serving of trust. He said that the charge alluded 
to by the Senator from Kentucky on the subject 
of oats was a typographical mistake. — He hoped 
the Senator from Kentucky would withdraw the 
resolutions, which would only be productive of a 
maas of details of no kind of use. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD objected to the style of 
sarcesin in which the Senator from Missouri had 
thought it proper to treat these resolutions, and 
reiterated his conviction that information of great 
value would be produced by the resolutions. Ele 
had no objection, as the morning hour bad elapsed, 
to postpove the further consideration of the reso- 
luuions, 


On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the resolu- 
tions were then permitted informally to lie over. 


OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to establish a 
territorial government in the ‘Territory of Ore- 
gon. 

Mr. FOOTE moved to amend the twelfth sec- 
tion in the fourth line, by inserting the words, 
* provided the same be compauble with the laws 
and Constitution of the United States.’’ 

He explained his object to be to obviate objee- 
tiona to the clause as it stood, which were likely 
to lead to a prolonged discussion. 

Mr. BRIGHT was understood, amidst much 
noise and confusion, to accept the amendment. 

Mr. WESTCOTT gave his opinion that the 
amendment would not change the character of the 
section. It would be utterly inoperative, and he 
would vote against it. 

Mr. FOOTE replied that not one word of the 
Senator's argument was pertinent to the subject, 
and that he looked to those who had charge of the 
bill for advice rather than to the Senator from 
Florida. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD suggested that when this 
bili took effect, the judges and officers appointed 
by the General Government would be bound by 


the Constitution, and nothing which could be in- | 


troduced to strengthen their obligations could ren- 
der them more perfect. He then proceeded to 
make some reply to the charge made by the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut that the power exercised by 
the South was greater than that of the North, 
because the slave interest was a bond of union in 
the South. He thought the Senator was mistaken 
as to the fact. The South was not welded to- 
gether by this slave interest. But if it was true, 
was it discreet to endeavor to weaken this cement 
by attacking that interest? Fle believed that he 
could see a disposition in the northern Senators to 
restrict the extension of slavery by preventing it 
from being introduced into any of the territories 
we may hereafter acquire. We who advocate the 
striking out of the bill, are disposed to leave it to 
the people of Oregon to make their own laws, in- 
stead of attempting to prescribe to them laws which 
do not operate on ourselves. He thought the ar- 
guments advanced against his views unsound and 
unsustainable, If the will of the people should 
extend the institution ef slavery, nothing that we 
can interpose in the form of law, could prevent its 
extension. Congress has no remedy for such an 
evil. Congress could not set aside the acts of any 
of the States who might think proper to take this 
course. [ie demied that Congress has the power 
to bind its successors by its acts. Congress mighit 
prescribe laws for a territory, and compel obedi- 
ence to them while a territory; but when a terri- 
tory becomes a State, there is no power in Con- 
gress to annul any of her acts in her sovereign 
capacity. © 

if the slave power in the Sonth was so great, he 
asked if the course of the Senator from New 
Hampshire wes not calculated to strengthen it, 
Abolish slavery, and the South, instead of having 
three-fifths, will have five-fitths in her elections. 
If the schemes of abolitionists should prevail, do 
they suppose that the South will extend the right 
of suffrage, so as to adniit all the colored persons 
to vote, to place them on the same level with the 
white citigens? He appealed to Senators from the 


THE 


} 
North not to intermeddle with a matter they do || 











not understand, but to let the South alone. If, 
they attempt to carry out their views, they never | 
can succeed until they have annihilated the South. 

It had been thrown out that this slave question 
was to influence the proceedings of the convention 
at Philadelphia next week; that in the contngency 
of the nomination of a particular individual, the | 
aboliton thunder would be heard roiling from the 
North. It had also been suggested that the pos- | 
session of a slave should be a disqualification for 
office. He protested against all tests of this kind. 
On the subject of fraternizing and amalgamation, 
lhe pointed the attention of northern Senators to 
Hayt and Yucatan, and expressed the hope that 
such consequences would not be brought on this 
country. He defended those northern Senators 
who went with the slaveholders from the imputa- 
tion of being dough-faces. He expressed his regret 
that difficulues should have arisen in particular 
States in the way of the restoration of the slave | 
to his master, and attributed their existence to a 
decay of the proper spirit among us. 

Mr. BALDWIN believed the striking out of 
the twelfth section would be an expression of the 
Opinion of Congress against the validity of the 
legislation of the exisung goverument of the Ter- 
rilory of Oregon. 

In reference to fugitive slaves, he took the | 
ground that the slave laws of South Carolina are 
local; that they are a violation of the natural rights 
of man; and that when a slave enters a free Strate, | 
he does not take slavery with him into that State, 
but the local laws having lost their power there, 
he becomes free. He also contended, that when 
aslave goes on board a ship and leaves the slave 
State, he becomes free. Even when a slave ac- 
companies his master to a free State, for a tenipo- 
rary sojourn, he believed that his shackles fell off. | 
He adoutted that in these opinions he went beyond 
many Senators on his side of the Chamber, be- 
yond the decisions of the Senate and of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. BUTLER asked whether, in case slaves 
were carried away from the Suite of Georgia, the 
Senator from Connecticut would not vote to in- 
demmnify the owners? 

Mr. BALDWIN. Just so far as I would to 
indemnify a master whose apprentice had been 
carried off by the enemy—not as property, but as 
a person in whose services the master had a cer- 
tain interest, 

Ele then proceeded with a constitutional argu- 
ment, which he delivered from a manuscript before 
him, and which occupied a long time in its de- 
livery. 

Atier Mr. B. had concluded— 

Mr. HALE took the fluor, and, the hour being 
late, moved that the further consideration of the 
bill be postponed until Monday; which was agreed 


Mr. BADGER, by unanimous consent, submit- 
ted au amendment, substituting for the words pro- 
posed to be inserted by Mr. Fvorg, in the twelfth 
section of the bill, a proviso that the people of 
Oregon shall not be subject to the sixth article of 
the compact in the ordinance of 1787; which was | 
accepted by Mr. Foore, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAYTON submitted the following: 

Resolved by the Senute, That the Vice President be re- 
quested to have the flag of the United States first erected by 
the American army upon the palace in the capital of Mexi- 
co, and now here presented, deposited for safekeeping in 
the Departinent of State of the United Srates. 

After some remarks from Messrs. DAYTON, 
DIX, and ALLEN, the resolution was adopted, 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; and, after a brief session therein, the doors 





_ were reopened, and 


The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, June 5, 1848. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


Mr. Witiiam Pirt Lynpe, a Representative 
from the State of Wisconsin, appeared this day, | 
was sworn to support the Constitution ofthe Um- | 


ted States, and took a seat in the House. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, offered the 
following resoluuon: 

Resolved, Twat when this House adjourns to-morrow, it | 


' 


| adjourn te meet on Friday next. * 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 
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: Mr. TALLMADGE moved to lay the resol, 
tion on the table; which motion was rejected a 

The question was then put on the resol, 
and it was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama 

Resolved, That the act of the General A ' 
State of Alabama entitled “An act for the HeEPrOVvement 
the Tennessee river,” approved March 3d, 1843, be ry ee of 
to the Committee on Cummerce, and that said alent 
inqnire into the expediency of reporting a bill carrying - 
effect the provisions of said act, — 


Mr. CUMMINS called up the motion he made 
on Thursday last, to reconsider the vote by whict 
the bill he introduced the previous day, declar ions 
of the rights of naturalized citizens of the United 
States, and to protect them in the peaceful exer. 
cise and enjoyment of their rights and privileves 
against the acts and influence of foreign Govern. 
ments and their diplomatic agents, was referred ty 
the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. CUMMINS aaid his object in making the 
motion to reconsider was to change the referees 
of the bill. He thought it should not properly be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, Tha: 
committee had jurisdiction of questions touchine 
the judicial proceedings of this country; the bill 
pertained to points of international law and jot 
laws of the United States; therefore it more prop. 
erly belonged to the Committee on Foreign Rela. 
tions, if it went to any standing committee. But, 
for himself, he preferred to have it sent to a select 
committee. 

He proceeded to refer to the provisions of the 
bill to sustain his views relative to its reference, 
His mind had been called to the subject from the 
passing of certain events, not remote in time or 
place, from the investigation of certain proceedings 
had in this metropolis, which had been already 
published over the whole land, touching certain 
questions of international law. 

The first question to which he wished to direct 
the attention of the committee was to the decision 
of the American law upon the subject of alle- 
giance—whether allegiance was a matter of choice, 
or whether a man necessarily owed allegiance to 
the land of his nativity as long as he lived. This 
was the root of two other doctrines, to wit: the 
right of search, and the right of impressment, 
which were the legitimate offspring of this selfish 
doctrine of natural and eternal allegiance. He re- 
ferred to the acts of the British Government prior 
to the war of 1812, requiring all the natural-bora 
subjects of that kingdom, to whatever foreign 
countries they had emigrated, to return, and leave 


lution, 


~seinbly of the 


their business and fight the battles of Great Brit- 


ain, and to her declaration that the naturalization 
laws of other countries were void, and that those 
natural-born subjects who refused to return to their 
allegiance to Great Britain were guilty of high 
misdemeanor, and that those who bore arms in 
defence of another country were guilty of treason. 
He wished the American doctrines distinctly de- 
clared. There was now no law of the United 
States upon the subject; the Constitution was si- 
lent upon it, except so far as it provided for the 
passage of naturalization laws. Congress had 
never acted on the question. Four times had it 
been presented to the Supreme Court, and four 
times had they blinked its decision. Neither had 
the question which sprung directly from it been 
met in the treaty of Ghent—the question of the 
right of search and the question of impressment. 
It was quite proper, perhaps, under the circum- 
stances, that they should not have been pressed. 
Europe was strong then; we were comparatively 


weak. Circumstances had changed, and rendered 


this a most fitting time to declare our position on 
this subject. It was therefore that he desired to 
send this branch of the question to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, or a select committee, who 
would carefully examine and critically analyze the 
history and the right of this question, to show that 
the true American doctrine was the doctrine of 
expatriation, at the choice of the citizen. When 
we had settled this, and had said to the other Gov- 
ernments of the world, this is our position, It 
would be respected, and might keep us out of for- 
eign war. 

‘The number of the naturalized citizens of the 
United States at this time was very great, and they 
were engaged in all the diversified pursuits of life, 


both on land and on sea. The same doctrine of 


eternal allegiance and the right of search and seizure, 


that would impress the naturalized citizen found 
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1848. 
goon the seas, who had made his home in this 
country for half a century, and compel him to fight 
against his adopted country, the same doctrine 
ywuid reach the land bat for the want of opportu- 
niry to enforce It; and we had nillions of natural- 
ned citizens in the service of our military marine, 
and variously employed throughout the country, 
who, in the agitation of Europe—in the upheaving 
and upturning of thrones there—if we should be- 
some involved in war with them, would at any 
time be met by orders in council requiring them 
to forsake their homes and leave their families, 
and, notwithstanding they had sworn allegiance to 
our Government, to go to ihe land of their nativity 
and take Up arms against this country. 

This question was at least of some importance 
in the present state of the world. As he had said 
pefore, if we declared in advance our position, now 
that we had gained strength since the war of 153 12— 
if we declared that the American doctrine was in 
accordance with the rights of man, and in opposi- 
tion to this old, barbaric, feudal doctrine of natu- 
ral and eternal allegiance—we should not only be 
respected in that position, but, in the revolutions 
in Europe, and in the remodeling of Governments 
there, we should find allies springing up who would 
unite with us in asserting and maintaining that doc- 
rine. It was the principle upon which we had 
acted. We had resisted the right of impressment 
and the right of search; we were bound to fight, 
and would fight, rather than submit to their appli- 
cation. 
doctrine of our Government, why should we hesi- 
tate to give it legtslative sanction, that we might 
announce it to the world, and strengthen the hands 
and second the efforts of our negotiators abroad 
from the consciousness that they were backed by 
the laws of their own country? At this time we 
were making Presidents in this country—France 
was making Governments. She had pulled down 
her ancient capitol, inhabited by the Bourbons for 
centuries. Her lofty columns, her stately domes, 
her kingly palaces, were all dissolved, and her Gov- 
ernment was reduced into its original elements. 
They were now to erect a temple of liberty, suit- 
alle to their own condition, suitable to their wants 
and desires. 

If at this period, when they were recomposing 
their Government, we should declare the Ameri- 
can doctrine, as in fact it existed—that allegiance 
was not eternal, but that a man had the right to 
choose the Government which ke would serve, and 
towhich he would owe allegiance; if we would 
repudiate, as we were bound to do, the doctrine of 
search and impressment, France—as she did a few 
years since, when the quintuple treaty was about 
to be ratified, which was nothing more than an in- 
vasion of this doctrine—France would again be 
ourally. Hence this was a peculiarly favorable 
time to consider this subject and have action upon 
it. 

But another branch of this subject. If he un- 
derstood the law of nations, the laws of no country 
were operative extra-territorially. The efficacy and 


operation of the laws of every country were con- | 


fined to the territory of that country; if, then, any 
foreign country, through its autocrat, king, or po- 
tentate, should attempt to give vitality and force to 
its laws upon persons or property within any other 
country, it was an invasion of the rights of such 
country; one that should be met and promptly met. 
He had examined the laws on that subject, and 


also the ** conflicts of law,”’ and he had no hesita- | 


tion in Saying it was a clear, palpable violation of 


the laws of nations, for a monarch, through his | 


diplomatic ministers, emissaries, or agents in other 
countries, 10 attempt to exercise the laws of his 
country over the rights of persons or things in a 
foreign land. 

He desired that the committee should examine 
this subject and when they should have made a 


full and perfect report, he thought there would be 


room for something more to be said. When the 


facts were collected and laid before the House, if | 


he was not misinformed, a case would be present- 
ed for the action of this Government which would 
at least call for a rebuke in certain quarters. At 
that time he might he induced to debate the various 
questions, At present he had recapitulated the 


poweneny of the bill, to show that the bill should 
reconsidered and the reference be mide to a 
arlect committee, or to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


Mr. Cummins having concluded his remaiks— 





If, then, this was understood to be the || 


. . : . . : ‘) . . ~y e 
| Mr. LEVIN obtained the floor, and delivered a || American citizen. Can we refuse to 





writen speech, the following copy of which has 
been handed to the reporter: 
The bill now before the House is for the relief 


| of the heirs of Kosciusko, as well as Major Toch- 


j 


man, now a ciuzen of the United States, exten- 
sively known as an exiled patriot from downtrod- 
den and bleeding Poland. It is, sir, a marvellous 


| concurrence of events that can bring Poland and 


Russia—the one free in spirit even to the romance 


of freedom, and the other despotic in temper and 
system—upon this arena, the American Congress, 


| for an adjudication of the first principles of liberty. 
| It is even more marvellous that this concurrence 
| Should happen ata period when all the people of 


| 











} 


| 


| Europe should be flinging off the galling yoke of 


tyranny—a crisis of national revolutions, shooting 
up and budding from the seed sown by our illustri- 
oussires of 1776! Wonderful indeed are the ways of 
God to enfranchise the human family! Infatuation 
or love of power in the Old World blinding kings 
to rush upon their fate! Infatuation in their min- 
isters here, blinding them to the preposterous ex- 
ercise of authority, not only insulting to the Amer- 
ican people, but insulting to the institutions of our 
country; committing outrages on American rights 
that no patriot can behold with patience or tolerate 
without injury! 

Major ‘Tochman is now an American citizen, 
naturalized under the laws and Constitution, and 
fully entitled to the protection of all his rights and 
immunities. True, he is by birth a fellow-country- 
man of Thaddeus Kosciusco, and represents the 
rights of his heirs for certain properties in this 
country. The name of Kosciusco conjures up a 
thousand ennobling and pleasing recollections of 
our struggles for freedom. Even as far back as 
1776, Poland came to the relief and succor of infant 
America when strugeling for freedom. We 
achieved our independence, and were enabled to 
offer Poland’s exiled sons a safe asylum. 
that period to this, we have thrown around all 


From | 
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exiled patriots the egis of American freedom. | 


From this time hence, Europe will send no patriots or 
lovers of freedom to this country. If they be patriots, 
if they love freedom, they will remain at home to fight 
for it, not come here to control our ballot-boxr and 
overturn our institutions. 


longer sends Rerusuicans to our land. But, sir, 


No, sir; Europe no | 


a naturalized Pole isan American citizen, and even | 


here the poisoned shaft of tyranny follows him to 
this his adopted home of freedom. The master 
whom he spurned at home follows him into his 
exile; for when did tyrants ever forget or ever for- 
give? When did the Autocrat of Russia ever fail 
to hunt down a patriot who had struck at his blaak 
eagles in the sacred cause of human rights? Sir, 
shall this country be an asylum for the exiled ad- 


| voeates of freedom, or a cage in which the tyrants 


of Europe shall confine them as criminals and tor- 


ture them as felons? 

The petition of Major Tochman is before the 
House, and members are no doubt familiar with 
its import; for the case is one not only of peculiar 
oppression, of peculiar high-handed tyranny in the 


| minister of the Autocrat of Russia, but of stupen- 


dous importance to the principles of our institu- 
tions, and the fame and character of our common 
country. \ 
legal review’ of this intereating case. It comes 
before this House in a political, not a legal aspect. 
We are asked to protect an American citizen in 


the exercise of his unquestionable rights, against | 


the illegal interference of a foreign despot. There 
is no other question at issue in this case. Is the 
Constitution of the United States supreme in this 


| country, or the will and pleasure of the Autocrat 
of Russia? Sir, men may quibble and equivocate, | 


juggle and twist, sophisticate and confuse, yet this 
is the sole question at issue. The Emperor of 


Russia, holding Major Tochman in unbounded | 


E. 


grant his 
petition? Can we refuse to throw the weis of 
American freedom over him? Sir, we are bound 
by all obligations, human and divine, to protect 
him. By the laws of nations, the Russian minister 
has no pewer to interfere while the beirs are com- 
petent and willing to act in the selection of their 
own agents for the settlement of their own claim. 
Even if Poland be a conquered province of Russia, 
this has no relation to Majer Tochman’s rights of 
American citizenship. Admit that Russian sover- 
eignty extends over Poland, does this invest Rus- 
sia with power over an American citizen? The 
very idea is preposterous. An American, sir, 
scouts the indiguity, scorns the insult, and repels 
the usurpation. [| disdain to enter into any argu- 
ment as to the fact of this pragmatical and offensive 
interference; it lies before us in the most authentic 
form of sworn testimony. By some means, only 
surmisable by those familiar with the machina- 
tions and intrigues of foreign tyrants, an American 
citizen, standing high in the social relations ofife 
and attached to the most responsible and dignified 
profession in the country, is deprived of his con- 
stitutional rights—by whom? The minister of the 
Government of Russia—a Government that is a 
libel on the age, a burlesque on modern intelli- 
gence, an outllage on human rights, a satire on all 
pretensions to civilization; but, worst ofall, a deep 
and diabolical wrong on the human family. 

Sir, there are occasions when, not to vindicate 
the rights of man under the guarantees of the Con- 
stitution, is to become ‘an ally of the tyrannical 
oppressor. And this, sir, is one of those solemn 
occasions when every noble sentiment, every gen- 
erous impulse and inspiring thought that clusters 
around the gis of liberty, impels us to the prompt 
relief of the petitioner. 

Sir, when all the world seems to be in arms for 


| freedom, shall we alone become the ally of atyrant, 


in the disfranchisement of an American citizen, 


| because he boasts of Poland for his birth-place, 


because his valor has wielded a sharp sword in 
behalf of his native land—because his patriotism 
has kindled the ire of a despot?—and in a time 
like this, when the people of Europe are toppling 


| down rotten thrones, and rallying to the stand- 


ard that proclaims, on its glowing folds, * the 
rights of man’—when France has imbibed a 
lesson of patriotism from the fields of her glory 
on this continent, and struck down reyalty for 
a republic—when even Austria has disarmed des- 
potism of her falchion, and prostrated the very 
futher of all systems of tyrenny in the exile of 
Metternich—when ltaly blazes with the fires of 
emancipation, and even the Pope is reluctantly 
driven, by the fear of the people, to admit an ele- 
ment of popular power into the absolute hierarchy 
of aves—when the united voices of all noble hearts 
in the Old World are sending up to the vault of 
heaven a hymn and a prayer for the liberation of 
Poland, whose born son, a chivalric and enthusias- 
tic champion of the independence of his country, 


| is now a suppliant before this free Government for 


It is not my intention to indulge ina | 


hatred for his noble efforts in behalf of his native | 


land, in her struggle of 1830, has thonght 
to persecute him through his minister, Mr. Bo- 
disco, on an occasion presented for the adjustment 


roper || 


| land? 


protection against the tyranny of Ruasia! 

Will the living age, sir, believe this monstrous 
paradox of modern despotism operating in a free 
Will not posterity scout it as a falsehood, 
and scorn it as a libel? Must Russia not only 
conquer Poland, subjugate, exterminate her as a 
nation, imprison her heroes, exile her patriots, 
execute her martyrs, and confiscate the property 
of the lone and helpless—but must she come here, 
into the very bosom of freedom, to drag her Po- 
lish exiles to the stake—to proscribe and brand 
them? Not one inan in this whole nation, who 
retains in his heart a single lone throb of jiberty, 
but will ery out against it. 

Sir, the self-respect of the American Govern- 
ment is now implicated in this measure. The in- 
stitutions of our country are implicated. The 
Constitution is compromised; our national fame is 
involved in it. It appeals to the self-respect of 
our Government to vindicate the rights of every 


| American citizen, when he invokes by a public 


of the claims of the heirs of Kosciusco, and all the || 


force and power of his position is brought to bear 
upon his destined victim. So far, sir, he has suc- 


ceeded. But it ia for this House, as the represent- || 


ative of the American people, and the exponent of | 


a free Constitution, to arrest this crying wrong at 
this stage of aggravated enormity. 

Sir, we are now appealed to by the victim of 
Russian tyranny to vindicate his rights as an 


| sink into a dead letter. 


| 
1} 


\ 


attitude the protection of the nation. If he asks 
only for a known right, we cannot withhold it. If 
he ermplain of a notorious wrong, we cannot deny 
him redress without assum’,g the wrong. 

Sir, a free constitution must never be allowed to 
Eternal vitality is its first 
and only attribute. Inert, inactive, passive or in- 
efficient, and it is extinct. Let it breathe its holy 
aspirations—let it speak its inspired truths—let it 
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act out its consecrated rights, or it isashes, dust— 
the worm hath eaten it, and it 1s corruption. 

But, sir, not only have the rights of one party 
been outraged by this monstrous interference, this 
wanton usurpation of power, this audacious tyran- 
ny of the minister of Nicholas of Russia, (Major 
Tochinan is only one party aggrieved,) but, through 
him, the heirs 6f Thaddeus Kosciusko—a double 
banquet for the oppressors 1s presented, by which 
the tyrant. of Russia may * feed fat the ancient 
grudge’’ he feela towards Poland. Shall we, the 
Congress and people of the United States, become 
accessory to an injustice towards the heirs of the 
gatiant and jllustriouws Kosciusko, whose valiant 
conduct on the battle-fields of the American Rev- 
olution, as well as those of his native land, render 
even his descendants conspicuous and bitter ob- 
jects of hatred to the Russian Autocrat? Shall we 
‘do injostice to Koscinsko, as well as combine ina 
nefarious wrong towards Major Tochman? 

Sir, shell the minister of a tyrant execute the 
penal laws of a foreign country upon an American 
citizen for having exposed his life in defence of 
his country? This is exclusively a question of 
national justice on the one hand, and of national 
fame on the other. ‘To sacrifice either, would be 
to degrade the country at the behest of a foreign 
potentate, whose creed is, that the people, being 
slaves, can enjoy no rights but those conceded as 
an act of grace and bounty by their masters. This 
may answer in Russia; but, sir, what shall we 
sey, what shall we do, when we behold this creed 
attempted to be earried oft in the United States 
by the minister of the Autocrat of Russia? 

“Take the specification of the letter of A. de Bo- 
disco, in page 37 of the petition of Major Tochman, 
and you will find a direct interference with the 
ju lictary power of the United States by that indi- 
vidual, ina letter addressed by him to the Judge 
of the Or phans’ Court—N.P.Causin. Now, sir, 
we have nothing to do with the merits of the Jiti- 
gation pending between the heirs of General Kos- 
clusko, but we have everything to do with the 
a foreign minister in the action of 
eImerican counsel before an American court. How 
dare A. de Bodiseo question the rights of a mem- 
ber of the Ameriean bar? Did he forget that he 
was in the United States? Did he forget that Major 
Tochman was no longer an enslaved and conquered 
Pole, subject to Russian tyranny, but an Ameri- 
ean citizen, amply protected by the American Con- 
stitution? Did he forget that the judicial power,of 
isa part of the organized freedom of the 
eople, and that to attempt to overawe its decisions 
a diplomatic power, was an outrage on American 
righis, a positive and highhanded interference in 
the decrees of justice, Behold the Emperor of 
Russia entering an American court, and thundering 
his insolent dictation in the ears of the judges. 
Remember, 1 quote the words of A. de Bodisco 
himself, who, advancing up to the judge, thus an- 
nounces his royal pleasure, on the assumed ground 
that the Emperor of Russia is the arbiter of justice 
in the United States, and not the judiciary and 
laws of the land: 


Interference of 


a republre 


“Tn the mean time, T would beg toreqnest that no action, 
not necessary to the preservation of the property of the 
estate, shall be lind, nor anything done which is not sane- 
tioned by the counsellors employed by the Imperial Lega- 
tion.’’ 


Now, sir, what does this letter amount to? Why, 
that all the proceedings of an American court shall 
be stayed and suspended by the arrogant dictation 
of the Emperor of Russia, Is this the tenure of 
an American judiciary? The laws of nations have 
nothing to do with our judicial system, which rests 
on the Constitution and the laws. No treaty with 
a foreign Power can overturn our judiciary. ‘Then, 
whenee the power of the Emperor of Russia to 
browbeat an American court, arrest the current of 
Justice, and place an interdict upon the proceedings 
of the judge? Did the heirs of Kosciusko apply 
to the Russian Government for justice, on any de- 
nial of our Government to award it? No! “We 
have no such reeord, : The whole proceedings, in 
due legal form, were in full progress under Major 
Tochman and his competent colleague, the honor- 
able Reverdy Johnson, when his Russian Majes- 
ty, like a true Cossack, rushes into court, and 
at the point of his spear, hurls Justice from her 
throne! 

This outrage upon American rights having come 
to the knowledge of Congress, we have no alterna- 
tive but to give it a signal rebuke, by the reconsid- 


THE 


eration of the vote of yesterday, and the prompt || of his boyhood, to renew the reco 


passage of the bill. 


Stripping the question of al) its other and solemn 


adjuncts, this intrusion of the Russian envoy alone 
demands the passage of the bill. Never let it go 
forth to the world as a theme for the seorn and 
contempt of all independent minds, that the United 
States tamely submitted to Russian interference in 
her courts of justice, and allowed an American 
ciuzen to be trampled on, because the noble and 


free blood of Poland flowed in his chivalric veins. || 


Audacity like this, if not resented, would be fol- 
lowed by still more atrocious interference. 
Encouraged by our forbearance, emboldened by 
our passive and abject endurance of the wrong, 
what shall prevent this minister from entering the 


very Halls of Congress, and, by an interdict of | 


the Emperor Nicholas, move the rejection of Ma- 
jor kent petition? As much right has he to 
do the one as the other, and no more. Thecourt 
is one department of the Government; this House 
is another department. If A. de Bodisco has any 


official duty to perform, he must discharge it by | 


communications with the Secretary of State. This 


is well known to the minister of the Emperor of | 


Russia. Then why did he entera court of justice, 
in contravention of all the rights of nations, of all 
the forms of comity, of all the rules of courtesy, 
of all the principles of justice, to outrage our inde- 
nendence, and insult the majesty of the people? 
Nhy, to wreak the vengeance of the Russian Au- 
tocrat on a Polish patriot; to reach Major Toch- 
man, whom he knew to be far above his reach, if 
he addressed the Secretary of State; for what 
American Secretary of State would have listened 
for a moment to any proposition affecting the con- 
stitutional rights of an American citizen who hap- 
pened to love and fight in defence of his native 
land ? 
So far, if we blush for our country that any 
court of the United States has allowed its records 
to be defiled by such a letter of dictation from the 


envoy of any foreign king, it is only because we | 


have had no opportunity to display the indignant 
sense which this House of Congress entertain for 
the audacious outrage. 

At any moment such an outrage would create a 
stimulus to prompt action in its most energetic 
form; but, at a crisis like this, when Poland is 
again arming to battle for her independence, we, 
the American people, feel more than ever the high 
responsibility of preserving national rights from 
despotic pollution. 

Sir, what does this bill propose? That if a citi- 
zen of the United States, native 6r naturalized, 
enters into an agreement with a foreign subject or 


United States, and if such agreement be revocable 
at the pleasure of the party or parties, and if the 


revocation thereof be obtained at the instance of a | 
foreign diplomatic representative near this Gov- | 


ernment, from political motives, that it shall not 
take effect within the United States. 


ance with the genius and spirit of our institutions, 
and ought to command the unanimous vote of this 
House. 


Sir, there are not in the United States one hun- 


dred and fifty Poles. They have remained at home, 
waiting for the morn of Poland’s rétribution to 
dawn, while hundreds and thousands of Irishmen 
and Germans are deserting their country in the 
hour of their country’s peril. When they, like the 
Poles, remain at home to fight for freedom, the 


sympathies of my nature shall circle around them, | 


but not ull then. 


Sir, it is true we would that “an ocean of fire 


were between us and the Old World;’’ but, as 


Native Americans, so far from disfranchising, we | 


are as ready as either of the two old parties to pro- 
tect the rights of the naturalized American citizen; 
we would extend to him every civil and religious 
privilege; but we would arrest his unholy hand 


when he attempts to pollute and control our ballot- | 


boxes. We desire to extend an existing law, or, 


if we could, make birthright in all future time the |, 


basis of American suffrage. 

I stand where I stood years ago, defending the 
rights not only of the native-born, but of the natu- 
ralized American citizen. 
anxious to return to his native jJand, to peril his 
life once more in its defence. He is anxious to 
return with a reputation as unspotted as that with 
which he came. He desires to revisit the scenes 
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This is the | 
substance of the bill, which is in perfect accord- | 


Major Tochman is | 


llections of b ‘ 
gone days—kneeling where he once knelt, at “ 


shrine of a breathing image, and hearing from jive 
pale hips of a motirer the words of everlastine life. 
But, sir, Russia has determined upon his destruc, 
tion !—Russia, who has evoked the execration of 
Europe !—Russia, who is the champion of the , rus 
sade against human freedom and human rights! 
Russia, whose perfidy to Greece and cruelty to 
Poland has gathered around her the wrath of the 
universal werd ! 

Sir, TF trust the House will reconsider the yore 
and refer this subject toa select committee. Whigs 
_and Democrats who court the foreign vote have 

now an opportunity to protect a defenceless, exiled 
patriot; they have an opportunity to show that they 
are sincere in their professions of friendship to our 
naturalized citizens, and ready to protect them 
against the unjust interference of foreign despots 
Sir, the test has come at last; and while the Native 
Americans scorn the thought of courting foreiey 
votes, they will pommt to the action of the House 
this day to prove that in their hands the rights of 
the naturalized citizen, as well as the rights of their 
own children, will beamply protected and fe 
defended. 

Mr. SIMS asked the indulgence of the House 
while he presented the true state of the case. > 
did not propose to discuss the present posture of 
affairs in Europe, nor the state of certain judicial 
questions in this District between conflicting pow- 
ers of attorney for the settlement of the estate of 
Kosciusko. The bill, whose reference it is pro- 
posed to reconsider and change, arose, as he un- 
derstood, out of the distribution of General Kosei- 
usko’s estate, in the courts of this District. 

Mr. CUMMINS wished to correct the gentle- 
man from South Caroline as to a matter of fact, 
The bill which he proposed to refer had nothing 
_atall todo with the controversy of Major Toch- 

man and the Russian minister, but solely referred 
to a question of international law, and was intended 
to have nothing to do with this affair. 
Mr. SIMS undertook to hazard the opinion that 
, the reference already ordered was the appropriate 
_ and becoming reference. Tiis bill grew out of the 
distribution of Kosciusko’s estate; and no matter 
| how diversified or how simple the questions pro- 
posed to be submitted might be, the Judiciary 
Committee was the proper committee to examine 
them. What were they, as explained by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio—the mover of the bill—but 
questions as to the revision of our naturalization 
| laws? 
And here he must differ entirely with his friend 


arlessly 


| from Ohio in reference to the position of our Gov- 
citizen having reference to property within the | 


ernment upon the first proposition which was asked 
' to be considered and decided upon by Congress. 
If there was a fundamental proposition declared 
in the Constitution, it was the doctrine of expa- 
triation. Congress was expressly authorized by 
| that instrument ‘to establish an uniform rule of 
naturalization”—thus clearly asserting the right of 
the foreigner to throw off his allegiance, and be- 


|| come a citizen of this country; and the action of 


Congress under that provision of the Constitution 

had been to require, in the act of naturalization, a 
_ renunciation of all allegiance to all foreign princes, 
powers, and potentates whatever, and especially 
to the prince or potentate within whose dominions 
| the individual seeking citizenship was born. The 
exercise of this constitutional power by Congress, 
in the act making ‘an uniform rule of naturaliza- 
tion,”’? had been no bare declaration on our part. 
Whenever a question had arisen in our history 
involving the truth of the doctrine, the principle 
had been asserted and firmly maintained by our 
Government. Under the guidance of this prin- 
ciple, thus declared as a fundamental law, and 
thus carried out practically in the action of Con- 
gress, when, in the war of 1812, a British General 
threatened to execute as a traitor a prisoner taken 
in arms under the American flag, who was charged 
to be anative-born subject of the King of Great 
Britain, what was the response of Mr. Madison? 
It was no abstract declaration; it was on a point 
made in the midst of arms and the rsonal dan- 
gers of the soldier. Substantially, this was his 
response: For every Americar. soldier, no matier 
if born within the allegiance of the King of Great 
Britain, which you shall execute, I will cause ten 
| British prisoners to be executed under the lex tali- 
| onis. And there the subject rested; for he had the 
_ power of performing his threat. As extreme 
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-myel as appeared the policy indicated, the neces- 
uty of the occasion demanded it, no less than con- 
_derations of clemency. The President, standing 
- yan the Known and recognized doctrines of the 
government—the very fundamental law of the 
nd—thus announced, and was prepared to main- 
aia his intention; and the British authorities 
qailed before its assertion, and no military execu- 
yon took place. 

Here, then, was the asserted and recognized 
joctrine which this Government was supposed by 
she gentleman from Ohio never to have sufficiently 
declared. He objected entirely to taking any ac- 
son which would go to throw doubt upon the 
yesition of the Government on this subject, as 
yniformly declared and from the first maintained. 
If now we were to commence with abstract paper 
declarations on a subject which had been thus 
settied, inthe midst of arms and of personal danger 
.) our soldiers in the field, by the strong action of 
our Government in the cases made as they arose, 
we might well apprehend the inefficiency of such 
declarations, or, if productive of any result at all, 
might well fear their tendency to weaken the force 
of our former action. 

But, it was said, there were other principles 
which were collateral, and flowed from this doc- 
wine of expatriation—the denial of the right of 
search and of impressment—and that we ought to 
make a Congressional declaration of these. These 
principles required no new declaration. Why, 
every school-boy in the country knew that the war 
of 1812 had for one of its principal causes the con- 
trariety of Opinion existing on these subjects, be- 
tween this Government and that of Great Britain. 
Qur doctrine was that of “ free trade and sailors’ 
rights;’’ not the right of native-born sailors only, 
but of every sailor who stood under the American 
fag; it being the flag which determined, not only 
the character of the cargo, but of those who sailed 
under it. This doctrine of the non-impressment 
of American seamen, whether native-born or natu- 
ralized, was vindicated in that glorious war; and 
though the question was waived in the treaty of 
Ghent, which terminated the hostilities in that con- 
troversy, yet It was practically settled, and the 
enforcement of their adverse claims by the British 
Government had been abandoned from that day to 
tlis, Though on paper that question was waived, 
upon the high seas, the dominion, the tyranny of | 
Great Britain, in this regard, had been abandoned, 
aid so it always would be. 

We might make declarations, as many as we 
pleased, but unless we had armies, and navies, and 
physical strength, and natural courage to execute 
and enforce them, they were mere brutum fulmen. 
But when, as was the case with the United States, 
the power of the country was demonstrated, when 
us ability to defend itself was manifested, when 
liverty and life were hedged in and defended from 
foreign aggression by bristling bayonets, borne by 
strong arms, guided by brave and patriotic hearts, 
then a practical declaration in a case made would 
be respected, and not till then. He respected all | 
those philanthropic men who, dreaming in their 
closets, applauded peace. But, while he respected 
their doctrines of peace as humane, and tending to 
udvance the prosperity and happiness of nations 


when practically erm he must be permitted || 
’ 


to dissent from their denunciations of all war. 
When war was just and necessary, no country 
could safely decline it, no matter how unpleasant 
the duty of its prosecution; and those who de- 
nounced such a war were really the sappers and 
miners—the very destroyers of peace. There could 
be no security, no peace, unless sustained and pro- 
tected by the power of the nation, manifested either 


in the accumulated form of national character, ac- | 


quired by past achievements, or in the exhibition 
of subsisting ability to defend its rights. 

The Greeks, in their m thology, most beauti- 
fully symbolized great usta: To the statesman, 
nothing can be more beautifully poetic, and at the 
Same time more practically truthful, than the char- 
acter of Minerva, springing, full-grown and in 
armor, from the brain of Jupiter. Here ia illus- 
trated the true origin of a State, and the philosophy 
of its continuance in peace and prosperity: it 
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Springs from wisdom in council—from the brain of | 
Upiter—is full-grown and in armor—it asserts its 


| 
j 





planted and tended in peace; yet in peace she still 
wore her armor. Were he a painter, he would 
represent the Genius of Liberty in this country in 
a beautiful form, the perfect imbodiment in anima- 
tion and patriotism of that nation‘stirring aw of 
Yankee Doodle: in time of war, in full panoply 
herself, sho should be surrounded with bayonets 
‘and armed me, marshaled for the conflict: in 
| time of peace, still in armor hersell, as symboliz- 
| ing the perpetual existence of national courage and 
character—those accompaniments of war should 
| be placed further in the back ground, and so ar- 
| ranged as to exhibit an ability, ‘with readiness, to 
| call them into action, rather than the idea of a 
| constant military preparation—in a word, so ar- 
' ranged as to illustrate the American idea of a 
citizen-soldier; and, at the same time, the advice 
‘of Washington, “in time of peace prepare for 
war. 
peace or war. No abstract declaration of opinion 
would diffuse a knowledge or a respect for our 
rights: it was the power of defence alone which 
could effect such a result. When General Davie, 
our minister to the court of France at the time of 
| Bonaparte’s consulship, commenced to talk of the 
law of nations, the First Consul replied, that it 
was all bagatelle; that the law of nations depended 
on the ability of a nation to defend its pretensions; 
and, though Great Britain had never had the bold- 
| ness to assert the same doctrine, yet on every 
question, on land or sea, she had practically as- 
'sumed the same position. The doctrine of im- 
' pressment had been abandoned, because we had 
the power to drive her from this position, and 
make her yield to our demands. 


” This was the protection of the country in 


As to the doctrine of search, the gentleman from 


Ohio was mistaken in supposing that it entirely 
affiliated itself to the doctrine of expatriation—a 
voluntary abandonment of the rights of citizenship 
in one’s native country. The last time this doc- 
trine was brought up in discussion by the nego- , 
tiators between this country and Great Britain, it 


was asserted on a very different principle—on the 


principle of suppressing piracy. It was maintained 
by the British negotiator, thatas Congress, equally 
with the British Government, had abolished the 
slave trade, and declared that American seamen 
engaged therein were pirates, the British armed 
veasels, according to the law of nations, had a right 
to make search of any ships found floating on the 
seas, in order to ascertain whether they contained 
the contraband articles, and whether the crews were 
in fact pirates. This was asserted by Lord Ash- 
| burton. The question, too, was waived in the ne- 
| gotiation. It did not become him to speak of the |, 


wisdom or the impropriety of the principles on 
which the question was settled; suffice it, that our 


Government, denying this right of search, never- 


theless, in execution of the act of Congress abol- 
ishing the slave trade, stipulated to keep up a 


sufficient fleet in the African seas to supervise and 


control our merchantmen in those seas. That was 


the way the question was evaded; and the discus- | 


sion of it proceeded on entirely different principles 
from that on which the gentleman seemed to con- 
sider it founded, and into which he wished to 


inquire. 
Bat while the gentleman from Ohio thus sought 
to give jurisdiction to a special committee, or to 


the Committee on Foreign Affairs, for the pur- | 


poses avowed by him, should they shut their eyes 
to the speech of the gentleman froin Pennsylvania, 


[Mr. Levin]? Was it not a recital of the case of | 


Major Tochman, a naturalized citizen of the Uni- 
ted States? And was nota declaration of opinion 
in this bill sought to be drawn from Congress, to 
affect the judicial proceedings now pending before 


the courts of this District? The gentleman from || 


Pennsylvania had told them that a change of venue 
was desired. The gentleman ought to know that 


no change of venue could be made; that it had | 


been decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, upon solemn and able argument, that the 


citizens of this District were not citizens of the | 


States of this Union in that sense which the Con- 
stitution contemplated in giving jurisdiction to the 
courts of the United States of cases arising between 
the citizens of different States; and that the citizens 
of this District could not sue or be sued in the 


} adjoining circuit of Maryland or Virginia, or in 


equality with other States, and its ability to main- | any other of the courts of the United States. 


tain it, Such was the guardian divinity of Athens, 
the Symbol of a State; and, though born in arms, 
She yet delighted in the olive. The olive was best 


| 
| 
| 


Connected, then, with the practical question, it 
was strictly a judicial question, and proper to be | 


referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


E. 








— 


Taking it, however, in the other view as a mere 


declaration of abstract opinion, the Judiciary Com- 
mittee was the proper one. Was he to ‘be told 
now, for the first tame, that the laws of nations 
were no part of the laws of this land?) The con. 
ventional laws of nations—treaties—next to the 
Constitution, were the supreme law of ine land. 
They stood on an equal footing with the acts of 
Congress. The very first posiion assumed by 
our old Congress, after the declaration of inde- 
pendence, was the declaration that the law of na- 
tions, as known to the civilized Powers of Europe, 
was the law of the land in reference to our inter- 
course with foreign Governments; incorporating, 
therefore, by our declaration, the laws of nations 

| as a part of the general laws of the land so far as 
our citizens were concerned. If there ever was a 
question which belonged peculiarly, in its intrica- 
cies and connection with the practice and decis- 
ious of our courts, as well as the practice and 
legislation of our Government upon this highly im- 
portant subject, to the Judiciary Committee, con- 
structed as it was in reference to the knowledge of 
its members on such questions, this was the ques- 
tion, 


He protested, therefore, against raising a special 


committee at this time to consider questions that 
were fundamentally settled, that had been acted 
on both by Congress and the Executive. He pro- 
tested against sending a question which so appro- 
priately belonged to the Judiciary Committee to 
any other committee; and he equally protested 
against it in contemplation of the object indicated 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that object 
being to affect a question pending in the courts for 
adjudication, 


‘Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 


which was seconded; and the main question was 
ordered, viz: Will the House reconsider the said 
vote? It was decided by tellers, and there were 
ayes 56, noes 57. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, raised a question of 


order. He contended that one hundred and four- 
teen members did not constitute a quorum of the 
whole House. Two members had been elected to 
represent the State of Wisconsin, one of whom 
had appeared and been this morning sworn in and 
taken his seat, and the other was on his way. 
Counting these two members, the House would 
consist of 230 members; it would of course take 
116 to make a quorum. 


The CHAIR replied that he had been informed 


by the Clerk that 114 were a quorum. 


The Crier, being permitted to explain, said 


that, including the two members from Wisconsin, 
there would be 230 members; but there were three 
| vacancies to be deducted. This being done, 114 
would constitute a quorum, 


Mr. JONES denied that the vacant districts 


were to be deducted. 


The CHAIR was understood to state it as his 
own opinion, that if this were an original question, 
the Chair might insist that gentlemen from a new 
State were not entitled to their seats unless their 
election had taken place not only after the actual 


' admission of the new State into the Union, but also 


after that admission had been officially notified to 
the authorities of the State and the notification 
received. But, in the existing case, one member 
from Wisconsin having been already admitted, he 
should rule that 114 did not constitute a quorum, 
and of course that the question was not yet settled, 
no quorum having voted. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, suggested that there be 
a new count. 

The CHAIR said this could only be had by 

eneral consent. 

Mr. DUER contended that the vacant districts 
ought not to be included in determining the num- 
ber of which the House consisted, and that none 


ought to be taken into the account but those ac- 
tually elected and returned. 


The CHAIR ruled otherwise. 
A new count was then permitted, and resulted 


as follows: Ayes 78, noes 66. 


So the question was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, chairman of the Com- 
mitiee on the Judiciary, objected to the debate 
which had taken place as foreign to the business 


before the House; but, lest by the most distant 
analogy it might possibly be held as relevant, he 


would offer a few words in reply. 
He insisted that there was not a nation on this 
earth in which the rights of individuals, whether 
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native or naturalized, were better protected than 
they were by the Conastitation and laws of these 
United States, this hichty-favered land, which was 
becoming the resort of the oppre ased from all quar- 
ters of the world. Yet they were told by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania and the gentleman 
from Ob o, [ Messrs. Levin and Cummins,]} that 
our Consututon and laws were tnsufherent to pro- 
tect a naturalized citizen from the oppression of a 
foreign Government and her diplomatic represent- 
ative, Let him tell those gentlemen and all others, 
thatthe humblest straw-built shed upon our soil 
was « protection to its inbabitant against all the 
foreign despots of the world. So far as the amplest 
protection of the rights of all our citizena was con- 
cerned, no further legislation at all was needed. 
They had it in perfecuon already. Every Ameri- 
can, whether native or naturalized, enjoyed the 
amplest imimunity against the tyranny of all the 
world. 

The question before the House was a question 
of reference pare ly. 

The second section of the bill undertook to settle 
whether the Supreme Court of the United Suves 
should or should not have jurisdiction in certain 
cases. Now, was not a question like this most 
clearly and obviously a question for the Com aittee 
on the Judiciary? So far as he was personally 
concerned, be had not cared one farthing whether 
the bill went to his own committee or to any other; 
but when the bill had actually been referred to 
them, and an attempt was made to take it away 
from their yurisdiction, ithecame his duty to show 
that it was one which legitimately belonged to the 
juriadiction of that committee. — 

He argued this from the face of the bill, not from 


the speeches which had been made in support of 


its reference to a select committee. Matters had 
been introduced into those speeches which did not 
appear on the face of the bill, and were not legiti- 
roately connected with the question of reference. 
[fit was true, as alleged, that the district judges of 
the court in this District bad violated their duty, 
they were impeachable, and ought to be impeached. 
If Major Tochman would apply to the Secretary 








of State, that officer would most assuredly do his | 


duty in the premises. 
he from what court he might, who should dare to 
atiempt to perpetrate oppression here on an Amer- 
lean cilizen, native or naturalized, would be or- 
dered out of the country in half an hour. 

Mr. CUMMINS was understood to say that 
application had been made to the Secretary, but 
without effect. 

Mr. INGERSOLL observed that if that were 
so, and the Secretary refused to do his duty, the 
Secretary himself was lable to impeachment: and 
the lability went sull higher, for the President 
who should neglect or refuse to act in such a case, 
would in like manner become impeachable. 

Mr. PETTIT was understood to suggest that 
possibly the Secretary ’s course was attributable to 
ignorance, 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that still Major Toch- 
man’s remedy was agninst the Secretary, and not 
in any alteration of our naturalization laws. 

Mr. LEVIN here referred to a letter of Mr. 
Bodisco, which stated that, owing to Major Toch- 
man’s political offences against the Russian Gov- 
ernment, the Emperor could not recognize him as 
the attorney for Koscitusko’s heirs, and therefore 
Mr. Bodisco usnea inat other attorneys might be 
appointed. Was not this an oppressive inter- 
ference with the rights of a naturalized American 
citizen? 

Mr. INGERSOLL said that was Mr. Bodisco’s 
own atfur; he knew nothing about it; he knew 
only what this bill was; to this he confined his 
argument; and from the face of the bill it was most 
obvious that its proper reference was to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. A desultery conversation 
here took place, in which Messrs. J. R. INGER- 
SOLL, CUMMINS, and PETTIT took part, 


A foreign minister, come | 


which was ended by Mr. WHITE’S demanding 


the previous question, 

The House seconded the call, and the bill, by a 
vote of yeas and nays, was again referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: Yeas 76, nays 64. 


PATENTS. 
Mr. COLLAMER called up the motion he made 


some days since, to reconsider the vote by which 


was passed the ‘bill to provide for applications | 


The question was put on reconsidering said vote, 
and it was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to be engrossed was 
also reconsideréd. 

The bill then being before the Honse— 

Mr. COLLAMER moveid to amend the same by 
adding, at the end of the bill, the following: 


And all persons who shall, after such expiration, and be- 
fore such extension, hive manufactured or puto mee any 
machine or © compo-ition of mater” secured by such patent, 
their execntors, administrators, oF assigns, may continne 
the use of said machine, or “ composition of matter,” aetn- 
ally mode during the period for and during said extended 
term, but no one shall make or putin use any sueli machine 
or composition after such renewal. 

And if any person shall, before such renewal, or within 
eighteen months before said expiration, have made prepara. 
tions «pecially for minefactaring such machine or“ compo- 
sition of anatter,’? hoo uay proceed in tre same and carry on 
the said manufacture during said extended term, on such 
terms as he and the patentee may agree upon, or as the dis- 
triet court of the United States of the district where such 
per-on so desiring to proceed in such manufacture residea, 


on a petition of such person, to be filed within one year from | 
the date of such extension, shall direct, which said court | 


are hereby directed and authorized to do, 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill 
ordered to be engrossed, and, being engrossed, was 
read a third time and passed, and sent to the Senate 
for conenrrence. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Printing, 


reported the following resolution, which was read | 


and agreed to: 

Resolved, That ten thousand copies extra of the report on 
the subject of the importation of alulterated drugs and med- 
icines be printed for the use of this House. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, 

The vote being taken, there were ayes 51, noes 
31—not a quorum, 

Mr. PETTITT moved that the House do now 
adjourn, 

The motion was decided in the negative: Yeas 
20, nays 125, 

The House then resolved itaelf into Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr, | 


Tuompson, of Indiana, in the chair,) and resumed | 


the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1848. 

Mr. PETTIT, who was entitled to the floor, 
declined to proceed, and it was obtained by 

Mr. KAUFMAN, who occupied the allotted 
hour in a prepared speech in defence of the course 
of the present Administration relative to the Mex- 
ican war, his argument being directed mainly to 
the point, that the territory of Texas at the time of 
annexation extended to the Rio Grande. [This 
speech will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. PETTIT again obtained the ftoor, and, on 
his motion, the committee rose and reported, 
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ishing slavery in the District of Columbia, oy 
act for the immediate removal of the seat of Gi 
ernment to anme free State. 

By Me. BORLAND: From citizens of Arkan. 
sas in faver of purchasing Mount Vernon by the 
Gereral Government. 

By Mr. BENTON: From citizens of Cane 
Girardeau, Missouri, in favor of the location of a 
Western Armory at that place. 

By Mr. DOWNS: From R. W. Richar 
asking confirmation of a tract of land. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEESs. 
By Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on 


an 
Ve 


daon, 


| Public Lands, without amendment, House bill ty 


attach a portion of the Northwestern Land District 
of Louisiana to the district west of Red river, 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, the bil} was con. 
sidered in Committee of the Whole by unanimous 
consent, read a third time, and passed, 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to Increase 
the medical corps of the navy of the United States; 


| which was read a third time by unanimous consent, 


and passed, 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to contract for lithographing and printing 20,0 0 copes vf J 
C. Frémont’s map of Oregon and California, redneed from 
the originals according to the projection to be furnished py 
the said J. C. Fremont. . 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate 


| the same number of copies of J. C. Frémont’s geographical 
/ memoir on Upper California, the manuseript and printing of 


said memoir to be subject to the revision and correction of 
the author, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to post- 
pone the previous orders, and take up the bill to 
carry into effect certain provisions in the treaty 
between the United States and China and the Ouo- 


| man Porte, giving certain judicial powers to min 


isters and consuls of the United States in those 
countries, 
Afier a brief colloquy, in which Messrs. DA- 


| VIS of Maasachusetts, BUTLER, and WEsT- 


COTT, took part, the question was taken by yeas 
and nays, and decided in the negative, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, 
Berrien, Buver, Davis of Massachusetts, Downs, Hunter, 


| Miller, Niles, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, and Webster 


| —15. 


NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Cal- 


' houn, Cameron, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson 


Dix, Feleh, Lewis, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney, Westcott, aud 


|| Yulee—17. 


Mr. BADGER then moved to proceed to the 
consideration of the resolution submitted by him 


| relating to the printing of 20,000 copies of a certain 


portion of the report of the Commissioner of Pat- 
ents, on which some debate ensued; but before any 


_ question was taken, the Senate adjourned to Thurs- 


Mr, GREEN, from the sclect committee ap- || 


pointed to consider the various memorials to es- 
tablish an additional land office in Missouri, re- 
ported a bill to establish an additional land office 
in the State of Missouri, Read twice, 


day. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, June 6, 1848. 
Pursuant to its order of yesterday, the House 





|) met at nine o’clock. 


Mr. GREEN stated that the chairman of the | 
Committee on the Pablic Lands [Mr, CoLttamer] | 
had examined the bill, and was not unfavorable to | 


its passage, and he hoped that the House would 
suffer it to pass at this time. 

Mr, VINTON said that the bill might be very 
proper and very just, but he did not approve of 
putting bills so fast through the House; it estab- 
lished a bad precedent. Mr. V. moved the com- 
mitment of the bill. Before the question was 
taken— 


On motion of Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, | 


it was ordered that when the House adjourns, it 
adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at nine o'clock, 

Mr, DUNCAN, of Kentucky, asked leave to 
offer a resolution providing that on and afler Mon- 
day next, no member shall occupy more than twen- 
ty minotes in debate on any of the appropriation 
bills in Committee of the Whole. 

Objected to, and not received, 

And then the House adjourned, 


IN SENATE. 
Monpar, June 5, 1848. 


The following memorials and petitions were pre- | 


sented and appropriately referred : 


| 


| 
j 
| 
| 


} 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


The Journal of yesterday having been read, the 
House adjourned until Friday next. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 8, 1848. 


The reading of the Journal was dispensed with, 
on motion of Mr. MANGUM, and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness. After a short time, the doors were reopened; 
when 

Mr. BADGER presented the petition of Gas- 
pard Tochman, praying for the passage of an 
act authorizing a change of the venue of certain 
suits now pending before the United States district 


court of the District of Columbia, to the United 


By Mr. CLARKE: Resolutions of the Gen- |, 


for the renewal of patent rights in certain cases.’ |) eral Assembly of Rhode Island in favor of abol- |! 


Suites district court of Maryland. ‘ 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of Maria 
Caldwell Robertson, representative of James Cald- 
well, deceased, praying the payment of certain out 
standing loan office certificates, 

Mr.PEARCE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported the following joint 
resolution, which was read a first time: 

A RESOLUTION to authorize and require a renewal of & 
contract for carrying the mail. 

Be it resolved, §c., That the Postmaster General be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and required to renew the engage- 
ment heretofore existing for the transportation of the great 
southern and northern mail by the Riehmond, Fredericks 
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purg, and Potomac Railroad and Steamboat Company, at 
yatma-ter General for the transportation of said mail 


ent Pe ee oe 
he mouth of July, 1847. 


up to t 


Mr. MASON, from the Joint Committee on the | 


Library, reported a bill authorizing the purchase 
and publication of the papers and manuscripts of 
ihe late Thomas Jefferson; which was read a first 


tume. 


yice not greater than that which was paid by the pres- | 


j 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 


mittee on Pensions, reported, without amendment, | 


the following House bills: 
An act for the reltef of Hannah Yarrington. 
Anact for the relief of Anna Griffin, of Wyoming 
county, New York. 
An act granting a pension to Ruth Hallenback. 
An act for the relief of Eliza A. Mellen. 
An act for the relief of William H. Wilson. 
An act for the relief of Amos Ball. 
An act for the relief of Maurice R. Simmons. 
An act for the relief of Henry N. Halsted. 
An act for the relief of John Farnham. 
Anact for the relief of Andrew Flanegan. 
An act for the relief of William Gott. 
An act for the relief of Catharine Hoffman. 
An act for the relief of Mary Pike. 
An act for the relief of Gideon A. Perry. 
An act for the relief of Joseph Taylor, 
An act for the relief of Henry W. Thompson. 
An act for the relief of John Haup. 
An act making appropriations for the payment 


of navy pensions for the year ending 30th June, | 


1349. 
A joint resolution relative to evidence in appli- 
cations for pensions. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the same com- 
mittee was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the act for the relief of Robert Ramsey; an 
act for the relief of W. Butler; and the report of 
the Secretary of the Navy concerning papers filed 
by Mary Cassin, in her application for a pension; 
and they were respectively referred to the Com- 
mittce on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, reported the following bills, which were | 


read a first time: 
A bill for the relief of Charity Herrington; and 
A bill for the relief of William L. Wigens. 
The Senate then adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 9, 1848. 
The Journal of Tuesday was read and approved. 


Mr. Mason C. Daruine, a Representative from 
the State of Wisconsin, appeared this day, was 
sworn to support the Constitution of the United 
States, and took a seat in the House. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of 
the regular order of business, being the consider- 
ation of private business. The bills for the relief 
of Peter Schaffer, and for the relief of William De 
Buys, late postmaster at New Orleans, which had 
been laid over from last week, were severally an- 
nounced by the Chair as the business first in order; 
and the gentlemen having charge of the same not 
being present, they were again informally laid 
over, 

The SPEAKER then announced as the next 
gestion io order, to reconsider the vote by which 

enate bill directing the proper officers of the treas- 
ury to settle the claim of Joseph Nourse was passed 
by the House. The member who made the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote by which said bill was 
passed not being at the moment in his seat, it was 
informally passed over. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said, in order to 
ascertain if members enough were present compe- 
tent to do business, he asked for tellers. 

They were ordered, and, on a count, there were 
ayes 71, noes 15—not a quorum. 

The House then adjourned. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 

By Mr. SMITA, of IMinois: The petition of sundry citi- 


zens of Randolph county, flinois, and of Perry county, Mis- 
“ouri, praying coamnichenmele nat route from Chester, 

















in Randolph county, Illinois, to Perryville, in Perry county, 
Missouri. 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky: The petition of Jo- | 


seph D, Ward, praying an additional pension, he having faith- 
fully served as a non-commissioned officer up to and during 


the battle of Buena Vista, in which engagement he was | 


literally shot to pieces, and thereby rendered perfectly help 
less, 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of D. Nash, coroner of 
Norfolk county, Virginia, and committee of the estate of 
Thomas Bressie, deceased, praying for half-pay for revolu- 
onary services of the said Bressie. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, June 10, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, by general con- 
sent, offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were read and agreed to: 

Whereas it is the practice of the district and cireuit courts 
of the United States to permit the institution of suits against 
the legal representatives of deceased persons before the 
period prescribed by the State statutes for commencing suits 
has elapsed, thereby giving to plaintiffs in the United States 
courts an undue advantage over those in the State courts: 
Therefore, 

_ Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the law as to 


| forbid the institution of suits against the representatives of 


deceased persons in the courts of the United States until 
such time as, by the State laws, such suit might be instituted 
in the State courts 

RAILROAD MONOPOLY. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, on leave given, presented 
the memorial of a large number of merchants of the 
city of New York, asking the interposition of Con- 
gress in relieving them and the community at large 
from the effects of a monopoly granted by the gov- 
ernment of the State of New Jersey to the Camden 
and Amboy Railroad Company and the Delaware 
and Raritan Canal Company, two companies com- 
posed, as he was informed, of the same individuals, 
or principally so. 





The memorial sets forth that, in 1832, a grant | 
was made by the Legislature of New Jersey to | 


those companies, investing them with the exclusive 
right of transporting passengers and goods by rail- 
road or canal through the State of New Jersey, 


with a clause in the law granting these extraordi- |: 


nary powers, which prohibits the exercise of such 


consent, not of the Legislature of New Jersey, but 
of those companies. It was not (Mr. T. said) a 
little remarkable, that, for this exclusive grant to 


those individuals, the State received a direct bonus | 


from them, consisting of a certain numberof shares 
of the stock of those companies, together with a 
provision in the law requiring the companies to 
pay into the treasury of the State ten cents upon 
every passenger that was conveyed through the 
State on the railroad or canal, and eight cents upon 


every ton of merchandise, coal, &c., that was con- 


veyed on the canal. 


In 1837, by another law of New Jersey, those | 


companies were authorized to demand and receive 


from each passenger conveyed across the State of | 


New Jersey on the railroad, if in the night, the sum | 





of five dollars, and if by daylight, the sum of four | 


dollars; the same law requiring the companies to 
pay into the State treasury the one-half of the pas- 
sage-money thus received, after retaining three 
dollars for the use of the company. 
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of the mail from Philadelphia to New York was a 
source of great inconvenience to the commercial 
community, and was utterly inexcusable; but they 
aud the Government must submit to it, because the 
railroad company would consult alone their inter- 
est and convenience, by despatching their cars at 
an hour when they could best secure a large num- 
ber of passergers, and the laws of New Jersey 
prohibited the formation of any other railroad for 
the transmission of the mail or more speedy con- 
veyance of passengers, except with the consent of 
the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company. 

But, Mr. Speaker, (continued Mr. T.,) another 
very singular, and, in my judgment, unconstitu- 
tional provision, is incorporated into the laws 
granting these special privileges to those compa- 
nies: | mean the discrimination which these laws 
contemplate and permit between residents and non- 
residents of the State of New Jersey who travel 
these roads. These laws authorize the compa- 
nies to demand and receive from strangers or others 
passing through the State, a sum not exceeding 
five dollars if in the night, or four dollars if b 
daylight, and restrict the companies from iced 
ing over three cents per mile to any Way passen- 
ger, even if he passes from one extremity of the 
State to the other. At that rate of charge, if the 


/ same law was applicable to the entire route from 


New York to Philadelphia, estimating the distance 
at eighty-five miles, the traveller from city to city 


, would be subject to an expense of only $2 55, 


while the company demand at this time, for that 
distance, the sum of four dollars from those pass- 
ing over the entire road. 

The Constitution of the United States provides 
that ‘the citizens of each State shall be entitled 
to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in 


_ the several States;’’ and yet, by the laws of New 
| Jersey, persons passing through that State on their 


railroad are required to pay a transit duty of from 
ten cents*to one dollar, at the discretion of the pro- 
prietors of these roads, to enrich the treasury of 
the State. This law, then, in its design and opera- 
tion, discriminates between the citizens of other 
States passing through New Jersey and the citi- 


| zens of New Jersey, who are denominated way 
right by any other person or persons, unless by the | 


passengers—the law in the one case requiring the 
payment of five cents per mile, and in the other 


| not to exceed three cents per mile. 


Our Constitution does not authorize the imposi- 
tion of a transit duty by any State upon passen- 
gers or freight passing through it; and the law of 
New Jersey, discriminating between the citizens 


of other States and their own, is clearly unconsti- 


| tutional. 


1 might also allude to a similar imposi- 
tion that it is said is practised by these companies 
in regard to the transmission of freight through 
their canal, which is a most odious monopoly, 
operating very injuriously upon the commerce of 
the two principal cities of this Union, as well as 
upon other portions of the country which are con- 
nected in business with those cities. 
Upon another and more appropriate oceasion, I 
will present this subject for the consideration of the 


House in a more extended form, and with the 


| rising was merely to invoke the particu 


No legal restriction existed in regard to the || 


charge which these companies might make for the 
transportation of the great Southern mail to and 


from the cities of New York and Philadelphia, | f 
|New York if that petition did not contemplate the 


while the laws of New Jersey prohibit every pos- 


sible competition in the conveyance of the mail by | 


railroad between those two cities. The Govern- 
ment was subject, in this particular, to the will, 


and possibly the exorbitant demands of these | 


companies; and Mr. T. understood that complaints 
had heretofore been made, in this particular, by 
the Post Office Department. ; 
Congress had the power by the Constitution ‘to 
establish post offices and post roads,” and that 
power had been exercised both in Maryland and 
Virginia, and the memorialists ask that it may be 


|| at all. 


interposed in this case by Government, for the | 
double purpose of effecting greater economy as well | 


as producing greater speed in the transmission of 
the mail on this important route. 

By the present arrangement, the great southern 
mail was now detained in Philadelphia from about 


arriving in New York about two o’clock, p. m., 


necessary statistics. At present, - object in 

ar attention 

of the House, and especially of the Committee on 

the Post Office and Post Roads, to the urgent and 

important character of this memorial, to whom I 
move its reference. 

Mr. GOGGIN inquired of the genileman from 


making of a road by the General Government for 
the transportion of the mail?—if that was not its 
object? 

Mr. TALLMADGE replied, that the memo- 
rialists asked for any relief which this Government 
might afford them. 

Mr. GOGGIN understood that this was the ob- 


ject of the petition, and, if so, it should be referrud 


to the Committee on Roads and Canals, if referred 
The Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads had nothing whatever to do with the making 
of a road for the carrying of the mail. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said, the memorial asked 


_ relief from a double oppression—that upon persons 


passing through the State, and upon the transport- 


ation of the mail. 


if 


two o’clock in the morning until nine o’clock, || of the memorial— 


No objection having been made to the reception 
The SPEAKER announced the question to be 


when it should be there by eight to nine o’clock | on the motion to refer to the Committee on the 
in the morning. This delay in the transmission | Post Office and Post Roads. 
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morials referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, but he had not proposed they 
should be acted on, as he considered them not 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee, said it seemed to 
him that the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, in neither of the aspects in which the 
petition could be viewer, had jurtsdicuon over 
it, bor was there any appropriate committee to 
which it should be referred. If its object was 
to redress the crievances of any portion of the 
people who had been unjustly taxed by the rail- 
road company, acting under a charter granted by 
a sovereien State, this House had nothing to do 
with it. If individuals thought they had been un- 
justly taxed, the courts of the country must be the 
medium of redress, and not Congress. Suppose 
they should pass a law declaring that the company 
had no power to make this distinction, and to tax 
the citizens of other States higher than the citizens 
of New Jersey: the act would only be declaratory, 
and would be of no force and effect except through 
the courts of the country. 

He believed it had been settled by this House 
that they had no right to pass laws to control these 
railroads in the transportation of the mail any 
further than to preseribe the rates which should be 
paid tothem. ‘That had already been done; and, 
if he mistook not, in the recent lettings, the Post- 
master General had concluded a contract for the 
transportation of the mail over this road. 

Mr. GOGGIN, (in his seat.) Satistactorily. 

Mr. JONES.  Satisfactorily, for the first ume 
in seven or eight years. For the first time in sev- 
eral years had any of these corporations now come 
to a satishactory agreement, or entered into a writ- 
ten contract with the department for the transport- 
ation of the mail. In consequence of the action of 
this House at the present session in relation to the 
Richmond and Potomac Railroad Company, and 
the determination on the part of the House not to 
sustain the railroads against the department in their 
exorbitant exactions, this road had been brought 
to an arrangement, 
gress had over them was, to prescribe the amount 
which should be paid to them, and adhere to it; 
and if the companies did not come to it, to provide 
for the transportation of the mail some other way. 
He hoped the memorial would not be referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads; 
that Committee had nothing to do with the subject. 

Mr. J. 
had not been read, and its contents had not been 
very fully stated by the gentleman who presented 


it. He was not sure that he exactly understood | 


its character, but presumed it to be similar to sev- 
eral memorials which he had himself presented; 
and if so, he entirely concurred in the proposed 
reference, 

{Several voices: Let it be read.] 

The memorial was accordingly read from the 
Cierk’s desk. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, having retained the floor, 
proceeded to remark, that in substance, and prob- 
ably in letter, it was the same that he had several 
times presented within the last few weeks, each 
time with numerous and increasing signatures. In 
thus placing before Congress an urgent appeal for 


relief, he had communicated the earnest wishes of 


an estimable portion of intelligent citizens. Ap- 
plications had come up from various quarters. 
The route or line of road lay immediately between 
the two densest and largest masses of population in 
the country; intelligence of almost every sort was 
constantly passing between them. The route was 
also a material and a central link in the great chain 
which connected together the different and most 
distant parts of the Umon. All had an interest, 
and many had a deep concern in its condition, 
The memorial exhibited evils not merely of a pri- 
vate but public nature, and asked that they might 
be redressed. It called for interposition from the 
National Legislature on an occasion and for pur- 
poses purely national. The mail,which was as 
much entitled to protection and assistance from the 
Government as any others of its great concerns, 
was alleged to be inadequately provided for in its 
passage across the State of New Jersey. 

Mr. GOGGIN interposed, and inquired of Mr. 
InGersout whether he had heard the statement of 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} that 
the Postmaster General had lately made a sausfac- 
tory arrangement with the railroad company ? 


The only right which Con- + 


Kk. INGERSOLL said that the memorial | 


Mr. INGERSOLL said that he perfectly under- 
stood what had been stated by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, now endorsed by the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Gocein.] It did notin any degree 
affect the merits of the case. If, in view of com- 
plaints and remonstrances, addressed in animated 
notes through the press to the public, and more 
recently communicated in form to Congress, the 
company had been led to make, as was now de- 
clared for the first time,a somewhat satisfactory 
arrangement—satisfactory compared with any- 
thing that had been effected heretofore—it proved 
the justice and efficacy of the complaints, and the 
existence and curable nature of the evil, It did 
not disprove, however, a word that was said in 
the memorial, or diminish the necessity of further 
interposition. Very probably the Post Office De- 
partment had made an arrangement so far saus 
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factory as existing abuses would authorize. If | 

, . o . ' 
the allegations before us were well-founded, there | 
were inherent impediments interposed by contracts | 


between the State and the corporation, which noth- 
ing but national legislation would remove. 


We are told that New Jersey had vested the 
corporation with certain exclusive privileges which, | 
by her own innate power, she might not be able to | 
abrogate if she would, and perhaps would not if | 


she could, 
principles, for one Legislature to tie up its hands 
and deny to successive Legislatures the power 
‘to repeal existing laws, yet there might be what 


However adverse it might be to settled | 


were called vested rights, which, however savor- | 
ing of monopoly and consequent wrong to the com- | 
monwealth at large, had created embarrassment | 


and prevented free agency in local legislation. | 
The State was believed to possess an equivalent, | 


while the company possessed its monopoly. If 
so, and all State action was paralyzed to the 
extent at least of inconvenience, and possibly of 
inability to move at all, another sovereign remedy 
was invoked, and it might be applied in direct 
obedience to the Constitution, and agreeably even 
to the laws of poetry, which permitted the highest 
interposition when the dignus vindice nodus was 
presented, If the State could not or would not 
act because of some subsisting arrangement with 


the company, and the company would not act be- | 


cause of its arrangement with the State, there was 
happily aclause in the Constitution which would 
at once afford relief. To this clause the memorial 
referred when it asked for ** the survey of a route 
for a post road between the cities of New York 
and Philadelphia. 

Mr. GOGGIN, interposing, asked Mr. I. wheth- 


er he had ever known it done by Congress in any 


of the States? 
Mr. INGERSOLL replied that the memorial 
expressly informed us that Congress has ‘caused 


| such roads to be made through Maryland, Vir- 


ginia, and other States.’’ It would be of little con- 
sequence if it had not. Monopolies under legisla- 
live sanction were of too rare occurrence in this 
country to present an exact analogy. They had 
been overturned abroad with signal vengeance after 
having existed for centuries. The question was 
not now about the monopoly, or the propriety of 
its overthrow. Not at all. That was not the 
point before us. The question was simply one of 
reference to a committee of a series of applications 
from respectable sources for the survey of a post 
route. What was the objection? Congress alone 
had power to establish post offices and post roads. 
Whatever construction might be given to the word 
establish—whether to found originally, or to give 
firmness and strength to something already im- 
perfectly begun—there could be no doubt of the 
authority in the present case. Was it expedient 


that it should be exercised? Transportation over | 


the particular route of every kind was supposed 
not to be effected under present contracts in the 
shortest time and in the best manner. Between 
the company and the State this condition of things 
would not, it seemed, be changed; the defect was 
inherent and enduring. So far as the mail was con- 
cerned there might be an alteration for the better. 
It was no proper objection to the change that in 
bringing about one sort of public good it brought 


about another at the same time; that while the mail | 


and all its incidents might be facilitated in passing 


_ over the route, and greatly accelerated in progress, 


a variety of like advantages would be conferred 
upon the whole community. So much the better. 

Supposing, then, the object to be lawful, expe- 
dient, and beneficial, nothing remained but to in- 


June 12 


—, 
18 House 
should be 


quire, under what official auspices of tt 
the proper inquiry for giving it effect 

made? ‘To which of two standing committe 
: . es 

should the memorial be referred? There was. j, 
‘ eS, in- 
deed, a Committee of Roads and Canals. |; had 
not much occupation under the present Proserip 
tion of internal improvements. Under any z 
cumstances it had nothing to do with establishjy> 
post roads, It would be out of the sphere of 3 
duty to inquire into any such subject. As prelim. 
mary to its action, at least, the post road must be 
authorized. ‘The first step towards authorizine it 
could be taken only by the committee to Which the 
subject of post roads was confided; that was the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. |¢ 
the reference was to be made at all, it could with 
no propriety be diverted from that committee; and 
he trusted that it would accordingly take that direc. 
tion and no other. Bye : 

Mr. VENABLE said, if he understood the his. 
tory of this complaint, the Legislature of New 
Jersey had granted a certain advantageous charter 
to this railroad company; the people of New York 
and Philadelphia complained of it, and very gravely 
asked this House to interfere and to override the 
charter granted by a sovereign State and prostrae 
it. The people of New York and Philadelphia 
wished Congress to go down into a State and hold 
this company in terrorem, and regulate its tariff of 
tolls. » had never heard a more bold assump- 
tion of power on the part of the Federal Govern. 
ment advocated. If anything unconstitutional had 
been done, if New Jersey had assumed power 
which she surrendered when she became a mein- 
ber of the Confederacy, the courts were open, and 
would protect the citizen, and put the Legislature 
right if they had done wrong. But Congress had 
no right to walk to the house of the citizen and 
say to him, every question which arises between 
you and your Legislature we will regulate. He 
thought the House had no jurisdiction of the mat- 
ter, and he moved it be laid on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted—Yeas 60, nays 67. 

So the House refused to lay the memorial on 
the table, and it was then referred to the Commit 
tee on the Post Office and Post Post Roads. 


Mr. WHITE asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Speaker be authorized to pay from 
the proper fund to Mrs. Holley, the widow of John M. Ho!- 
ley, deceased, late a member of this House, the amount 
due ta him for mileage and per diem compensation at the 
time of his death; also, three hundred dollars to pay the 
actual expenses of removing his remains from the place of 
his death, in the State of Florida, to his former residence in 
the State of New York. 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan, objected, and the 


resolution was not received. 


Mr. GOGGIN asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause to be commu- 
nicated to this House a copy of any order or orders whica 
may have been issued from the War Department, directing 
the paymasters or other officers to retain a certain portion 
of the wages or pay of the Virginia volunteers in service in 
Mexico, for expenses incurred by said State in the enro- 
ment of said veluuteers; with the reasons for such or any 
similar order, with the number also of said volunteers who 
have been discharged from the service before such order or 
orders were issued. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, objected, and the 
resolution was not received. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar: Ayes 64, noes 24. 
Not a quorum, 

The House then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorial and petition were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 

By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: The petition of Jonathan 
Church and others, praying Congress to authorize the sale 
of certain lands in Monroe county, Iinoia, known as the 
Renauit grant. Also, the memorial of Captain William - 
Lamothe praying compensation for mail service performed 
by him in carrying the mail from Alton, in Illinois, to St 
Louis, Missouri. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, June 12, 1848. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


Mr. Danie, Watrace, a Representative from 
the State of South Carolina, elected to supply the 
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sacancy occasioned by thedeath of the Hon. James TROOPS IN MEXICO. 
BLack, appeared this day, was sworn to support 
ihe Constitution of the United States, and took a | following resolution: 


geal In the House. ~ Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
RIVERS AND HARBORS. to inquire into the propriety of printing 1U,QJ0 extra copies 


: of Executive document No. 62, being tue report of the Ad- 

Mr. WENTWOR CH asked leave to offer a Jutant General in relauon to the number of United States 
vesolution making the various bills for the improve- troops that have been engazed in the war with Mexico, the 
- f certain harbors and rivers, for the removal | RUmber Who have been Killed, died of wounds received, 
ment OF Cert 3 = ae %& th ensaal &e.; and that they report to this House at the eurliest prac- 
of obstructions In certain FiVers, | Coy re specia tucabie period. 
order of the day after the appropriation bills shall 
have been finally disposed of. — 

The reception of the resolution being objected 


Mr. COCKE, by general consent, moved the 


Mr. BURT said, that in a conversation had two 
or three days since with the Adjutant General, he 
was informed by that officer that the printed re- 
1o— ss sal ort, of which 10 ‘opi , yas ¢ - 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to suspend the P?!'s ch 10,000 copies extra was contem 

Mr. ; ry lat; plated by this resolution to be printed, contained 
rules, to enable him to offer the resolution. a great number of typographical errors, and that 
r Torr gre : é 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved a call of ‘ ms ypogral a 

Mr. : , 1 : the Adjutant General was now engaged in drawing 
the House, on which the ame ays were up a report to Congress pointing out and correct- 
ordered and taken, and resulted as follows: Yeas; : a S 


: ing the errors. Mr. B., for the present, moved to 
° - « ( a > : > 
=e" 103. So the House refused to havea lay the resolution on the table. 
call. 


After inquiries (not distinctly heard by the re- Mr. COCKE said, from the information fur- 
: ? -| nished by the gentleman from South Carolina, he 
porter) by Messrs, BOYD and HOUSTON of | would, for the time being, withdraw the resolu- 
Alabama, the question was put on suspending the don 5 _ a 
rules, and was decided as follows: Yeas 99, nays ~. : ; Ent wm 
62. "Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the So the resolution was withdrawn. 
rules Were not suspended. JUDICIARY BILLS. 
‘ARR| ; . 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved a resolution 
making all the bills reported by the Judiciary 
Committee and referred to the Committee of the 


Mr. ASHMUN moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to introduce a joint resolution to termi- 
nate the present session of Congress, by an ad- |’ of the day after the existing special order shall 
journment, on the 10th day of July next. have been disposed of. 

The motion to suspend the rules was decided as After some conversation by Messrs. J. R. IN- 
follows: Yeas 119, nays 40. Two-thirds oe 'GERSOLL, MEADE, THOMPSON of Penn- 
in the affirmative, the rules were suspended, an sylvania, and SCHENCK, the question was put; 


the resolution was received. ‘ and two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
Mr. ASHMUN_ modified the resolution by | resolution was not agreed to. 


altering the day fixed for the adjournment of . . 
Congress from the 10th to the 17th day of July | PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. ’ 
next, Mr. SCHENCK, previous notice having been 

Mr. A. moved the previous question, which was | given, introduced a bill to grant preémption rights 
seconded; and, under the operation thereof, the | for certain islands in the great Miami river. Read 
resolution was passed and sent to the Senate for | twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
concurrence. \, Lands. 

Ata subsequent time in the day, Mr. A. moved |, Mr. WHITE moved to suspend the rules, to 
to reconsider the vote by which this resolution was | enable him to offer the following resolution: 
passed, and then moved tolay the motion to recon- || Resolved, ‘That the Speaker be authorized to pay from the 
sider on the table; which Jatter motion was agreed proper fund to Mrs. Holley, widow of John M. Holiey, de- 


REMOVAL OF THE BIG LAMP. | death; also, three hundred dollars to pay the actual expenses || steamers were actually on the Pacific and ready to 


. = |; of removing his remains from the place of his death, in the || 
Mr. STEPHENS, by general consent, offered | state of Florida, to his former residence in the State of New 


the following resolution: |! York. 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) Thatthe Commissioner 
of Public Buildings be directed to cause to be removed 


After some conversation by Messrs. WHITE, | 
without delay the lamp and staff from the dome of the Capi- HUNT, FICKLIN, ATKINSON, and STUART | 


} 


Mr. SIDNEY LAWRENCE followed Mr, 


PETTIT in a written speach, which he read from 
the Clerk’s desk, and which occupied the remain- 
der of the time allowed for debate. [This speech 
will be found in the Appendix. ] 


Mr. VINTON explained the pending amend- 


ment. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend the 


amendment by striking out the advance of $25,000 
a month. 


Mr. VINTON hoped the amendment would not 


prevail. The subject came recommended by the 
Secretary of the Navy; it had originally been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affirrs. That 


4 


committee had thoroughly examined and approved 


of it, and had reported accordingly, but wished it 
might be sent for confirmation to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, The Committee of Ways and 
Means had looked into the whole subject, and they 
concurred with the Naval Committee on the pro- 
| priety and expediency of the measure, The ves- 
sels were in the course of construction, but on a 
much larger scale than was provided in the Gov- 
ernment contract. But, though they were much 
larger than the Government contract required, the 
cost to the Government was no greater on that ace 
count. The Secretary of the Navy, in his letter 


to the committee,’expressed it as his opinion, that 


| in consequence of the increased expenditure on 


Whole on the state of the Union, the special order | 


| 
| 


this account by the contractors, and of the import- 
ance of having the building of the ships proceed 
without delay, and also on account of the pressure 
in the money market, it would be to the advantage 
of Government that this monthly advance of money 
should be made, but not in any case to exceed one 
year’s compensation. The committee had allowed 


| the money to be advanced on condition that due 


security should be taken, and that the Secretary 
should undertake to look to the proper application 
and expenditure of the money. 

The question being taken on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Jones, it was rejected without a 
count, only ten gentlemen rising in its favor. 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out that portion which is above printed 
in brackets. 

Mr. McK. said the contractors engaged to run 


a mail steamer from Panama to Astoria every two 
to || ceased, late a member of this House, the amount due to him || 
sa for mileage and per diem compensation at the time of his | 


tol. | of Michigan, the question was put on suspending | 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, moved to amend | e% oe rn oes ee 
the resolution by striking out all after the word | ° ‘"°Y f : 


“ Resolved,’’ and inserting: 1 APPROPRIATIONS FOR NAVAL SERVICE. 


_ By the Senate and House of Representatives of the United || On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
States of America in Congress assembled, That twelve thou- |! jtgelf into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of || . : ; — 
uy money in the Treasury nototherwise appropriated, to be || the Union on the bill making appropriations for 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate || the naval service for the year ending June 30, 1849, 


aud the Clerk of the House of Representatives, in removing | (Mr. Tuompson, of Indiana, in the chair.) 

the mast and lantesn above the dome of the Capitol, and in Hl The question before the committee when the 
the erection and construction of lamps, lamp-posts, gas-pipes, || bag . his bill . mee 
and other necessary fixtures though and around the grounds | were last in session on this bill was on inserting, 


of the Capitol for lighting the same with solar gas. after the item ‘for contingent expenses for ob- 


; } - " © 9 
hn SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of | See ee enumerated, $2,000,” the 


i 7 . . For the transportation of the United States mail between 
Mr. STEPHENS moved the previous question, | New York and Liverpool, between New York and New Or- 


which was seconded; and, under the operation || leans, and Havana and Chagres, and between Panama and 


thereof, the resolution was agreed to. || Astoria, under act of March 3, 1847, $874,600. [And the 
|| Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to advance to the 
CLOSING DEBATE. || contractors for said service, or to their assignees, for the pur- 


Mr. VINTON moved the usual resolution to 


months, but the understanding of the contract was 
that the pay should commence at the time that the 


commence running. ‘True, the Secretary of the 


| Navy had stated, in a letter to the committee, that 


on examining the terms of the contract, he was of 


| opinion that it might commence previous to that 


time. If such was the language of the contract, 
it differed from what had been the understanding 


| and intention of the Government when it was 


entered into; and the bill should be recommitted, 
so that it might be modified. Besides, the esti- 


| mates had originally been sent in at a time when 


|| the nation was at war, and when the prospect was 
| that the war would continue; but now peace was 
| returning to the country, and if our hopes should 


be confirmed of this result, there could be no neces- 
sity for this large amount of appropriation. Mr. 


McK. went on to explain that there had remained 
| at the end of the fiscal year between three and 
| four millions unexpended; the amount in the bill 
| was some nine and a half millions; and this, to- 


gether with some other balances he mentioned, 


| would swell the amount in all to about fourteen 


millions, and this in a time of peace. Was the 
committee prepared to make such an appropriation 


| as that for the naval service alone? If the mone 


| pose of enabling them to finish their steamships, contracted | 


. : || for,under their respective contracts, the sum of twenty-five | 
close all debate in Committee of the Whole on the || thousand dollars per month on each of said ships, after such | 


stale of the Union, on the bill making appropria- || ships shall have been launched ; but the money so advanced | 


tions for the naval service for the year ending || under any one of said contracts shall not exceed the amount || 


June 30, 1849, in two hours after the bill shail | of one year’s compensation stipulated for in such contract, 
again be considered in Committee of the Whole. 


{ 
Agreed a |; money so advanced shall be faithfully expended in finishing || 

| 

| 


|| tee and modified. 


| said ships to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Navy;) 

OHIO RIVER. '| and compensation on the contract from Panama to Astoria 

Mr. || shall commence from the time the ships are ready for ser- 
r. FRENCH moved to suspend the rules, to || vice and placed at the disposal of the United States. 


enable him to submit a motion to make the bill to | 
repair the dam at the head of Cumberland Island, Mr. PETTIT, being entitled to the floor, ad- 
| dressed the committee through his allotted hour, 


in the Ohio river, the special order of the day after 
chiefly in reply to the speech made some days 


the existing special order (the appropriation bills) | t 
shall have been finally disposed of. | since by Mr. Ruerrt in regard. to the constitutional 


The vote on suspending the rules was decided | powers of Congress to legislate for and exercise 
'y yeas and nays: Yens 92, nays 60. Two-thirds || powers over any territory now possessed or that 
not voting in the affirmative, the rules were not || may hereafter be acquired by the United States. 
suspended. i] {This speech will be found in the Appendix. } 


| to be secured sin all cases by alien on said ships, in such || 
| manner as the Secretary of the Navy may require; and the | 


| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{| 


was appropriated it would certainly be expended; 
it would not remain in the treasury. 

Mr. McK. had a reasonable degree of confidence 
in the officers of the department, but he was not 
willing to intrust them with an unlimited dis- 


/ecretion. He hoped this item would be stricken 


out, or else let the bill be returned to the commit- 


Mr. VINTON now modified the amendment so 


| as to provide that the payments should not com- 


mence before the Ist day of October next. 

Mr. V. here read extracts from the words of the 
contract made with Mr. Harris for the building of 
these mail steamers. 

On the request of Mr. McKay, the letter of the 


eae of the Navy was also read. 


Mr. V. went on to say that it was true the See- 


retary, when he wrote to the Naval Committee, 
had been of opinion that these payments were not 








x Pin dedetiaied a 


ee ee 


A. oo BOE : 


Pk EEE 


Se ETS HM 


826 


—— ee 


to commence till the vessels were actually in the 
Pacific; but ata later date, when he wrote to the 

Committee of Ways and Means, (in consequence, 

probably, of having in the meanwhile examined 

the contract more closely,) he admitted that he 

was of a different opinion. And in fact it must be 

plain to any one that the money was to be paid 

prior to that time, 

The quesuor being now put on the amendment 

woposed by Mr. McKay, it was rejected, and 
Me VinTon’s amendment was agreed to, 

Mr. VINTON ofiered a second amendment, as 
follows: 

To pay arrearages due for grading University square, 
and other expenses for the construction of the dept for 
charts and inetraments, being a reappropriation in part ofa 
sun carried to the surplus fund, heretofore appropriated for 
that purpose, $19,048 77, 

A letter was read from the Fourth Auditor, ex- 
plaining and recommendmg the appropriation ; 
whereupon it was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved the following, to come in 
afier the last amendment, viz: ‘ For furnishing 
the marine hospital at New Orleans, $7,500.” 

Mr. V. stated that the marine hospital at New 
Orleans had been completed, but was not furnished, 
and could not, therefore, admit any patients. This 
provided beds, &c., for one hundred patents. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON offered a fourth amendment, to 
come in at the end of the third, as follows: 

For meteorological observations, to be conducted under 
the direction of the Sceretary of the Navy, two thousand 
dollars. 

Mr. V. stated that this appropriation had been 
recommended by the Secretary of the Navy, and 
his letter to the committee had been accompanied 
by others from Professor Heury, Mr. Bache, and 
other scientific gentlemen, giving it as their opin- 
jon that these observations were of great value 
and importance, as opening a field of investigation 
that was likely to result in great advantage to sci- 
ence, and in giving greater security to navigauion, 
The combining of these with the rapid communi- 
cations by the telegraph would probably lead to 
the development of a system which would enable 
navigators to discern the approach of storms, and 
to avoid their course. A warning of this kind 
might save many valuable lives, as well in the 
commercial as the naval marine of our country. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
the amendment by striking out ‘ meteorological 
observations,” and inserting, ** Professor Espy, 
for regulating storms and the weather generally, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, 
$2,000.” 

This (Mr. J. said) was nothing more than a ! 
renewal of the old question of paying Mr. Espy 
for regulating storms, making rain, and taking a 
general charge of the weather; and really, from 
the course already pursued in regard to this gen- 
tleman, he seemed as though he might be a very 
suitable person for such business. Mr. J. was 
unwilling, however, to throw away this amount 
of the public money on mere visionary projects 
for the regulation of storms and the creation of 
rain, while we had invalid soldiers to take care of, 
and the widows and families of brave men to pro- 
vide for who had sacrificed their lives in the pub- 
lic service. The sum to be given to this regulator 
of storms was more than was likely to be voted | 
for twenty poor widows. 

Mr. VINTON here called for the reading of the 
letter of Professor Bache, and it was read accord- 
lngly. 

Mr. STANTON moved to strike out $2,000, | 
and insert $2,500. 

Mr. S. observed, that some years ago he had had 
the honor to make a few remarks in support of a 
similar appropriation, and had at that time been 
asked what was the advantage to be derived from 
meteorology? In reply to that query, he had stated 
just what Mr. Bache, the able Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, now stated in his letter, which | 
had just been read, and the statement produced a | 
general laugh all over the House. He now con- 
gratulated the House on the progress which had 
been made in a due respect for science. That 
which had been laughed at two years ago now 
seemed to meet with general favor. 

By the rules for the regulation of both the army 
and the navy, our officers at every naval and mili- 
tary station were required to make and register 
meteorological observations daily, which records 
were reported to the department here. Now, there | 
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must be some individual to compare and classify 
the results thus obtained, and note the inferences 
to which they led, or their chief value would be 


lost. The sum was small, while the benefit result- | 


ing from it was great. 

Mr. ATKINSON moved to amend the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,] by striking out $2,000 and inserting $100, 
his purpose being, as he stated, to have an oppor- 
tunity ofexpressing his views under the rule allow- 
ing five minutes to the mover of any amendment. 

Mr. A. said the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Sranton]} had congratulated the House upon the 
fact that science was progressing under legislative 
sanction. He (Mr. A.) could not congratulate 
the country on the advancement of Democratic 
principles in this House. Progressive Democ- 
racy, as often exemplified in this Hall, did not 
comport with old Democracy. When Mr. John 
Quincy Adams was President of the United States, 
in his first annual message to Congress, he rec- 
ommended the erection and establishment of a 
national observatory, which had been designated 
a light-house in the skies. That recommendation, 
Mr. Chairman, together with the avowal of the 
principle that the representative ought not to be 
palsied by the will of his constituents, were the 


chief causes why Mr. Adams was not reélected | 


President of the United States. Then the Demo- 
crats ridiculed the recommendation, and the words 
**light-houges in the skies” were used as terms of 
reproach, The Democratic party then repudiated 
the idea that the Constitution gave to Congress 
the power to create or establish a national observ- 
atory. What was then considered Federalism was 
now advocated by some of the progressive Democ- 
racy. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Stran- 
TON] had adopted one of the Federal notions of 
Mr. John Quincey Adams, as set forth in his mes- 
sage; perhaps he had adopted the other, that “the 


representative is not to be palsied by the will of | 
his constituents.’’ He trusted, however, it was not || 


so. 

Mr. A. said, this claim of Professor Espy to 
regulate the storms under the sanction of Congress 
was an old thing; it had been before Congress 
yearafter year for many years, and found no favor, 
especially with the Democracy. But he was in- 
clined to adopt the idea advanced by one of the 
purest statesmen who ever graced a legislative 
body, (he meant the distinguished, the virtuous, 
the honest and intelligent Macon, who, while 
living, was the pride of North Carolina, as he de- 
served to be of the whole Union.) Mr. Macon 


said, that a claim before Congress was like spirits | 


of wine: the older it got, the better it was received. 
This project was considered monstrous at first, but 
now much of the opposition was hushed; and it 
was now looked on, even by many Democrats, 
with very great favor. The powers of Congress 
were limited by the Constitution, and that limit 
should be observed. 


Again: we must recollect that all the large sums | 
appropriated for the Observatory and to employ || 


some scientific person to regulate the storms, all, 


sir, were charged to the navy expenses; and thus || 
you bring into disrepute among the people the best | 
Mr. A. believed the || 


arm of the national defence. 
officers of the navy were as meritorious as any 
men living; that they were always ready and will- 


ing to pour out their blood in their country’s service, | 


and deserved the praise of their countrymen; they 
were a gallant set of men, and had none on earth 


to excel them; they should not bear the blame of | 


such extravagant appropriations as were made by 
this bill. 
tleman from Ohio ought not to come into this bill. 
Mr. A. could not consent that the navy proper 
should be saddled with every scheme and humbug. 
A large share of the appropriations annually made 


by the navy appropriation bill was designed to || 


try projects and schemes not calculated, in his 
opinion, to advance the interests of the navy, and 
surely not necessary and proper, in the language 


of the Constitution, “to provide and support a || 


navy.” 

Mr. A. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS (upon an amendment moved 
and subsequently withdrawn) did not concur at all 


in the views expressed by the gentleman from Vir- | 


ginia, [Mr. Arxinson,] and he was certain a large 
majority of the gentleman’s own party on this floor 
would not endorse his sentiments. He did not 
belong to the ‘ progressive Democracy,’’ but he 


SS eee na 
Ti 


The appropriation proposed by the gen- || 


a 


did profess to belong to the party of ay 
|| progress in the arts and sciences, and everyth 
that elevated and ennobled man. ‘That was He 
| party of progress to which he belonged: and othe 
he befeved a large majority of the genileme, : 
party professed to belong to the party of progres : 
he claimed that those with whom he adie on’ 
the party of progress, and he was willine to = 
before the country on that ground. The ae 
man had quoted the message of the distinguished 
gentleman from Massachusetts who had cade 
departed from among us. What he said of a, 
| message was true, and it would be quoted hereas. 
ter as one of the highest eulogiums in proof thar 
he lived in advance of his age; and this very = 
ommendation of the gentleman from Massach». 
setts had been endorsed by the gentleman’s 
party and not only an observatory, but a dens 
of charts had already been established. The st, 
ject of this appropriation was not to regulate the 
| storms; the gentleman seemed to denounce jt as 
such. We knew that the physical world was eoy. 
| erned by laws, and, for his own part, he believed 
| great good would result to this country and to 
mankind from the observations of these laws, ani 
in no other way could the same amount of money 
| be appropriated so as to be more useful in sy}. 
serving the great objects of humanity. He enp. 
curred in the views of the gentleman from Ten. 
| nessee, [Mr. Sranton.] A few years ago the 
proposition was ridiculed; he had then stood hy 
_ the gentleman; he had believed, and still believed, 
| the appropriation wise and good. When the firs: 
| appropriation was asked by Professor Morse for the 
magnetic telegraph, who did not know how it was 
| hooted and scoffed at (he did not say it offensive. 
ly) by the ** progressive Democracy?’ but, by 
| continued application to Congress, he had suc. 
| ceeded in obtaining an appropriation, and the elec. 
| tric wires were extended to Baltimore; they now 
| reached thousands and thousands of miles, and he 
trusted to live to see the day when they would 
/ extend throughout the length and breadth of this 
| country; when our whole body politic would be 
| knit together, and the wires communicating intel- 
ligence from one extremity to the other, would 
make us more and more one people. 
| This electric telegraph would form a kind of 
| sensorium by which the intelligence of the system 
| would be conveyed from one part to another. He 
asked the gentleman from Virginia if he was op- 
| posed to that; if he would stand up and say that 
| appropriation was unconstitutional? Would he 
| erase it from the statute book? He knew he would 
not. He (Mr. 8S.) would not detain the commit 
| tee longer. He trusted the House would make the 
| appropriation, and that these observations would 
_be collected. The remarks of Professor Bache 
might turn out to be true, and perhaps in less than 
_ two years developments might be made in refer- 
| ence to the laws of storms which gentlemen now 
ridiculed, which would bring additional honor to 
| our country, and that those men who had the lead 
of them might become as distinguished as Frank- 
lin and Morse, and that Professor Espy, by his 


Own 


| scientific discoveries, and the benefits which would 
result from them, would acquire a fame equal to 
that which crowned the heads of other disun- 
| guished Americans, 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, renewed the 
amendment, and remarked that this appropriation 
perhaps owed its existence to his repeated appil- 
cations to the Secretary of the Navy, and he did 
not ask the gentleman from Virginia to endorse his 

| Democracy either. Twenty years ago had he 
first listened to Professor Espy’s lectures on storms 
|—the first a private lecture in Philadelphia; and 
from that time he had been a constant attendant 
upon his lectures on the subject. He had notonly 
| watched the progress of his lecturing, but the pro- 
gress of experience under them, and their results 
upon the mind of the country and the world. 
Professor Espy had visited Europe, and was 
| treated with the greatest respect by the savans 
there. True, in his theory a great deal appeared 
visionary, but in its application in detecting the 
history and character of storms great practical good 
had been attained. He was satisfied of the knowl- 
edge already derived from Professor Espy’s the- 
ory, and if its application had been known to the 
world years ago, many valuable lives would have 
been saved. He had seen vessels leave our por's, 
, and in less than twenty-four hours heavy storms 
| had arisen; in one case three or four vessels in 
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1848. 
SS 
company, of which one was his, had left Hampton 
Roads, and in less than 81x hours a violent storm 
arose, and all their crews perished in the ocean, 
and their bodies were some of them now buried 
9 the gentleman’s own district. 

* Had they known what we now know, they had 
nat been lost. Had tt been known to our gallant 
oficers of the Hornet that perished in the Gulf 
siream, their bones would not now have been 
bleaching in the caves of ocean. Six years ago, 
the present Commissioner of Patents, who was 
always known for the care with which he guarded 
the treasury, and himself, had stood side by side 
on this floor and obtained this appropriation, sus- 
tained then by friends on this side and on that side, 
friends of humanity and science; and he trusted 
there would be enough of them to sustain this ap- 
propriation now, notwithstanding the ridicule of 


the gentieman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} and | 


the “progressive Democracy”? of his friend from 
Virginia. He belonged to the * progressive De- 
mocraey,” but he wished also to see science, hu- 
manity, everything good progress; and for this 
reason he hoped this appropriation would be re- 
tained. It was to carry on experiments already 
begun, some of which were immature, and would 
be productive of no good unless further prosecuted, 
He concluded by withdrawing the amendment. 
Mr. ROOT moved to amend by striking out 
¢2,000, and inserting $3,000. He said he thought 
this House had better keep on the right side of 
Professor Espy. [A laugh.] No doubt but what 
he understood a great deal he professed to; no 
doubt there was truth in his system, and that a 
scientific man, if he had time, could convince a 
large majority of this House of that fact. He be- 
lieved he himself might do it; but five minutes 


would just quote a fact upon this Democracy— 
this stationary Democracy. At the first session of 
the last Congress this appropriation was asked by 
Professor Espy; the stationary Democracy had a 
large majority on this floor; they calmly struck it 
out. Professor Espy, who was near at hand, did 


not say much; he shook his head. What was the | 
consequence? ‘The very next election [laughter] || 


in Pennsylvania and Ohio gave them such a storm 


[renewed laughter} as ** knocked them into a_ 


cocked hat.’? That the stationary Democracy could 
understand; it was no theory. He commended 
it to the consideration of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia and the rest of the stationary Democracy. 


Now, another thing that perhaps ought to be | 


noticed as a matter for congratulation. In old John 


Quincy Adams’s time, the ‘* Democracy”’ were | 


against light-houses in the skies; they had no incli- 
nation to look that way [a laugh] at all, But he 
thanked God they had begun to look up: the old 


stagers, like his friend from Virginia, sull had their | 


heads earthward, {laughter,] but the young De- 


mocracy, like his friend from Tennessee, were. 


looking heavenward. [Renewed laughter.] They 
talked about making calculations, reducing obser- 
vations to practical use. This spoke well for the 
country. 

If he thought the committee would sustain it he 
would adhere to his amendment; but as he be- 


lieved there was a disposition to compromise by | 


letting it stand as it was, he withdrew it. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (an amend- | 
ment was moved for the purpose and withdrawn,) | 


expressed the opinion that this question was not 
placed on its proper basis. He believed they should 
strike out this appropriation, because he did not 
think it the duty of Congress to establish any office 
Or appoint any officers for the purpose of scientific 
eXperiments. 
establish a professorship of chemistry, although 
many valuable improvements might be made. Our 


Observatory was kept up by the officers of the | 


No one contended that they should | 


navy; but here was a proposition to employ men | 


who were not in the service of the Government for 
this specific purpose. If no additional expense 


were to be ineurred he should not object to the | 


plan, but he hoped the appropriation would be 
Stricken out, 


_ The Committee then rose, and the House ad- 
Journed, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented 
Under the rule, and referred : 
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goods consumed by fire on the 9th of July, 1845. Also, the ton and the city of Philadelphia, between which 


petiuon of the heirsof Captain David Van Ness for compen- 
sation for revolutionary services. 

By Mr. TUCK: ‘The petition of G. W. Perkins and 15 
others, citizens of M riden, Conpectcut, pra\ing for an in- 
Vestigation mio the legality of -lavery tm the Cuited States. 
Al-0, the petition of Beujamim Watson fora pension. Alse, 
the pention of Wiliam Brown and 21 other-, citizens of 
Winnebago county, Hlinois, praying that a law may be 
pressed inhibiting slavery ui the Territories ot the United 
States. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of W. Barnes and 102 
others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, praying tor 
the passage of a law that newspapers be free of postage for 
thirty mile-, and for a uniform rate of postage on letters. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: ‘The petition for a mail route from 
Norristown via Jeflersonville, Shannonville, and Lumber- 
ville, to Phauixville, in Pennsylvania. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, June 12, 1848. 
A message was received from the President of 


| the United States, transmitting, in compliance with 


a resolution of the 31st ulumo, all the correspond- 
ence not heretofore communicated between the 


Secretary of State and the minister of the United 


States at Paris since the recent change in the Gov- 
ernment of France. Five thousand additional 
copies were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented the eredentials of 
Mr. Hannipat Hamuin, of Maine, elected by the 
Legislature of that State to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the death of Mr. Jonn Fatrrievp. 

Mr. Ham.uin, after having been duly qualified, 


took his seat. 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the Department of 
War, in answer to a resolution of the Senate of 
the 28th of April last, in regard to the expenses of 


: - : : | the armories, cost of arms, quantity of arms made 
was not time enough for him to undertake it. He || : 4 ) , 


procured, sold, &c., covering a report of the in- 
formation required, derived from the Ordnance 
Office. The document was ordered to be printed 
and laid on the table. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from D. 


G. Ingraham, asking payment of a balance due 
for the manuscript papers of his father, Joseph 
Ingraham, furnished to the Department of State; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a me- 


| morial from the officers of the regiment of volun- 
| teers from the District of Columbia and Maryland, 


denying certain allegations contained in the memo- 


| rial of Charles Lee Jones to Congress, and solicit- 


ing an investigation of the same; which was referred 


| to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
George C. De Kay, asking reimbursement of 
moneys expended by him while engaged in trans- 
porting provisions to Ireland in the United States 
frigate Macedonian; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a petition 


| from James Ferrell, asking an increase of pension; 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition from 
Isaac Davenport, asking for a pension; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. B. aiso presented a petition from Nathan 
Worthen, in relation to a pension; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition from John Reed 
and others, citizens of Maine, asking the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Mexico, through 


| Roxbury, to Byron, in that State; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads. 
Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition from 


| George Colee P. Martin, of Picolata, Florida, for 


By Mr. TALLMADGE: The resolution of the Common | . : : 
Council of the eity of New York fora return of duties on |! and Bristol as it does between Bristol and Burling- 


increase of compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAYTOD 
zens of Trenton, New Jersey, asking the removal 
of an obstruction in the river Delaware, which en- 
ables the Camden and Amboy Railroad Company 
to have a complete monopoly of trade and travel 
above said obstructions; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

[These memorialists express the belief that the 
obstruction can be removed for $10,000, which 
would prevent the monopoly which enables it to 
charge at least six times as much as the pro rala 
rate between the city of Trenton and Burlington 


resented a memorial from citi- | 


latter places competition does exist.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported House bill granting a 
pension to John Le Roy, without amendment. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, it was 

Res sived, That the Commntiee on Publre Buildings be in- 
struc ted to inquire into the expediency of Lransierting to the 
Secretary of the Senate and Cierk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives all the duties and powers now vested in or exer- 
cised by the Commissioner of Public Baiiding-, so tar as 
respects the Cupitol and the grounds appertaining to the 
taine, and the persons therein employed. 


Mr. B. also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘Tuat there be printed fort e use of the Senate 
— copies of Executive document No. 60, of the House of 
Representatives, of the present session, for the use of the 
Senate, without the Mexican war correspondence. 


Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following res- 


olution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to pry out of the contingent fund of the Benate to Charies 
L. Fleischmann such sum as the Comumi-sioner of Patents 
may certify as reasonable, and the Committee of the Con- 
tingent Fund may approve of, for finishing the drawings and 
engravings for the publication, by order of the senate, of the 
Patent Office report. 


Mr. WEBSTER desired to give notice that he 


| would to-morrow ask leave to introduce * A bill 


to extend the benefits of an act entitled * An act to 
establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and to 
repeal the acts heretofore passed on that subject,’ 
to the wives and children of ettizens.’’ 

The bill provides that all persons now or here- 


| after born out of the limits of the United States, of 


a father or mother being or having been a natural- 
born citizen of the United States, shall be entitled 


| to allthe rights and privileges of citizenship; also, 


that every woman married, or who shall be mar- 


| ried, toa citizen of the United States shall be deemed 
| and taken to be a citizen, and entitled to all the 


rights and privileges of ciuzenship. 
Mr. YULEE moved to postpone the prior orders 


| with a view to take up two bills, viz: “A bill to in- 


} 


| under the act of February, 1847. 


crease the efficiency of the army bya retired list 
for disabled officers,’’and ** A bill to promote the effi- 
ciency of the navy,” for the purpose of referring 


_ them to a selectcommitiee, in order that they might 


be embraced in a single bill. 

The motion having been agreed to, Mr. Y. moved 
that they be referred to a select committee. 

Mr. WEBSTER adverted to the fuct that a large 
branch of the milttary forces would be disbanded 
on the proclamation of peace by the Presuent, 
There were also 


| other questions before the Senate touching the sub- 


ject of raising a new mounted regiment for the pro- 


| tection of the people of Oregon. Part of the present 


force might be employed for that purpose, and save 
the necessity of creating a new force. 


Messrs. YULEE and DAVIS, of Mississippi, 


replied that the bills in question did not touch the 


| 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


su! ject of increase or diminution of force, but sim- 
ply to provide for a retired list. 

After some further remarks, the subject was laid 
over. 

The resolution offered some days since by Mr. 
BADGER, was taken up for consideration, on his 
motion. The resolution directs the printing of 
20,000 copies of the agricultural portion of the re- 
port of the Commissioner of Patents, for the use 


| of the Senate. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. WESTCOTT moved to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out 20,000, and inserting 50,000, 


| and by adding at the close, ‘ and 5,000 of the other 


portion of the report, including the patent laws and 
decisions, 1,000 copies of each to be placed in the 
hands of the Commissioner of Patents for distri- 
bution.”’ 

Mr. CALHOUN asked for the yeas and nays 


on this motion, and assigned as his reasons for the 
_ call, his unwillingness to sanction this practice of 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


i} 


expending large sums in printing a document 
which could not be relied on for its correct- 
ness, on account of the impossibility of obtaining 
satisfactory data. He regarded the proper duties 


| of the office as sufficient to occupy the whole time 


of the Commissioner. And if details such as this 
resolution proposed to throw before the people 
were to be collected, the duties of the office should 
be separated, and two distinct departments estab- 
lished. If we want a department for our internal 
affairs, be itso. But he objected to the course 


which had been recently introduced of throwing 
this mass of unnecessary labor on the Commis- 
sioner, and of authorizing large and improper ex- 
penditures. 
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The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, asked for the 
reading of the resolution. 

Mr. HALE said he should vote against the 
amendment, and afterwards against the resolution. 
This business of book-making he regarded as a 
perfect nuisance. He was opposed to it through- 
out, ft had been said, thatin making many books 
there was noend. It could not be pretended that 
all these books were intended for the use of the 
Senate. They were for gratuities to the constitu- 
ents of Senators. He was against the whole of it. 

Mr. BADGER referred to the large numbers 
which had been ordered to be printed of documents 
fur jess interesting to the people than this report, 
He adverted to the California claims, the trial of 
Colonel Frémont, and other matters which had 
He could not presume 
to give a precise idea of the value of this document, 
as he was neither a farmer nor a planter. But he 
thought the agricultural information embraced in 
this document, important to the whole country. 
His resolution named 20,000. The amendment of 
the Senator from Florida increased the number to 
50,000. He knew not what number was defirable, 
mit he belteved the public money could not be bet- 
ter expended than for the benefit of that large por- 
tion of our fellow-citizens engaged in tiling the 
roils; and he knew the information in this report 
would be very acceptable to them. It might be 
that 50,000 was too many, but a considerable num- 
ber would be required. The adoption of this res- 
olution would add nothing to the labors of the 
Commussioner of Patents, as he has already made 
his report; and the question now is merely as to 
the printing of that which has been prepared. He 
raid nothing about the propriety or impropriety of 
employing the time of the Commissioner hereafter 
in labors of this character. ‘That was not the ques- 
tion now before the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON remarked that the Patent Office 
was the only department which sustained itself, 
This document was very interesting to the whole 
country. His constituents felt a deep interest in 
it. Every mail brought him letters requesting to 
he furnished with it. We were in the habit of ex- 
pending large sums in printing other documents, 
and even reports of our own speeches—a practice 
which was very unwise, and which he hoped to see 
changed before the close of the session. 

Mr. HALE made a brief reply, stating that as 
the subject of this resolution was one which could 
not excite any party feeling, he thought it a most 
favorable opportunity to strike a blow at this sys- 
tem of printing books for distribution. He did 
net intend to say anything against this parucular 
book, which might be very good. But we mightas 
well print 20,000 copies of Dombey & Son, which 
would be quite as much sought after as this docu- 
ment. 


been liberally distributed. 


The resolution was merely intended to put | 


it in the power of Senators to send copies abroad | 


to favorite or influential constituents, at the public 
expense. Tle hoped the whole system would be 
putan end to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT made a brief explanation, 
and modified his resolution so as to read 30,000, 
iostead of 50,000. 

Mr. NILES briefly condemned the system, 
which, some years ago, had been decided to be 
wrong. This practice of printing the Patent Office 
reports, in their present enlarged form, grew up 
from a simple resolution appropriating $1,000 to 


enable the Commissioner to collect some agricul- | 


tural statistics. From this small beginning we had 
gone on to the printing of a volume of some 1,400 
pages, ata cost of $90,000. He was opposed to 
the resolution. If we were to decide on the score 


of uultty what should be printed, it would be | 


found best to print a large edition of the New Test- 
ament for circulation. 


Afier a few words, in explanation, from Mr. 
CALUHOUN and Mr. BADGER ~— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, advocated the 
amendment and the resolution. .The document 
was one of great interest to the whole country, and 
the number required bore small proportion ‘to the 
number of inquiries for it. 

After a few words from Mr. CALHOUN, and 
from Mr. UNDERWOOD, who also advocated 
the resolution and amendment, and expressed a 
hope that his resolutions, submitted some time 
since, would be appended to the next report, the 
question was taken on the amendment of Mr. 
Wesrcort, and decided as follows: 


YE AS—Meeers. Badger, Borland, Berrien, Breese, Came- | inserted in 


ron, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis of Massachusetts, Downs, 
Feich, Greene, Hamlin, Jobonson of Maryland, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Mangum, Pearce, Rusk, Sebistian, Sturgeon, 
Underwood, Uptiam, Webster, and Westcott—23. 


|| pletion of the treaty of New Echota. 
| that the thinness of the Senate must h 
| of lessening the influence of the st 


NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bell, Butler, | 
Calhoun, Davis of Missis-ippi, Dickinson, Dix, Hale, Hunter, || 


Lewis, Niles, Turney, and Yulee—15. 


The resolution was then agreed to, afier a few | 
words from Mr. DICKINSON, (in Opposition,) | 


copy of the Blue Book, but as he found it would 
cost $3 50, he declined sending it. Another per- 
son wrote to him, that understanding Congress 
had printed a book on Odd Fellowship, he desired 
a copy. 

The resolution as amended and adopted reads 
thus: 


Ordered, Twat 39,900 comes of so much of the annual 
report of the Comumessioner of Patents received during the 
present session as has been ordered to be printed by the 
Ifouse of Representatives be printed for the use of the 
Senate, to be bound in like manner, and also 5,00) copies 
of the residue of said report, cinbracing the laws relating to 
patents and the legal decisions thereon; and that 1,000 
copies of each be given to the Commissioner of Patents for 
distribution. 


The joint resolution from the House relating to 


the adjournment of Congress on the 17th of July, | 


was read a first time; when 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE 


: || tempt to place the subject in a corre is 
who said he had been recently written to fora || t I ‘J Orrect pointof y 


| These Cherokees had given up the w 


* 
$$$ 





the first appropriation bill after the com. 


He revretied 
ave the effect 
atements which 


he felt it to be his duty to make, in reply to what 


| had fallen from the Senator from New Hampshire 
| Sull he could not permit such erroneous st E 


ale Metts 
JUL AN ate 
lew, 
hole of their 


to operate on the minds of Senators with; 


| lands, and had not received a dollar for them. He 


| but withdrew his motion; when, 


journment, and Mr. Bet assenting to the ge 
| wish, gave way. 


again expressed his regret that there was nota 
quorum of the body present. 
Several Senators suggested the Propriety of ad. 


neral 


Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senate adjourn 
’ 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive tyusj. 
ness; and, after a short time, the doors were ro. 


| opened, and 


Mr. BADGER moved that it lie over until to- | 


morrow; agreed to. 


Mr. DOWNS called up his resolution to change | 
the hour of meeting to eleven o’clock; which was | 


considered and negatived. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, without amendment, House bill 
to amend the act entitled ** Anact to appropriate the 
proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to 
grant preémption rights to settlers prior to Sth 
November, 1841.”’ 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the 
Senate considered this bill, and it was read a third 
time and passed. 


The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, June 13, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
Mr. PALFREY asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to the suspension of the rules, that 
there might be taken from the Speaker's table a 
report and a bill from the Committee on the Libra. 


_ry, having reference to international exchanges. 


Objections were made, and a motion to suspend 


the rules was not now in order, 


WIDOWS OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS, 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to take up and consider 
a motion to reconsider a vote to refer to the Con)- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union a 


| report from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate || 


proceeded to consider the bill making appropria- | 


tions for the current and contingent expenses of 
the Indian department, &c. 

The question being on the amendment submitted 
by Mr. BELL— 

Mr. ATHERTON aaid the amendment involved 
a very important question. Its object was to en- 
able the Secretary of War to ascertain the number 


of Cherokees at the treaty in May, 1836, and direct- | 
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to pay $53 33 to | 


each individual, whether these persons remove or 
not. These Cherokees have expressed it to be 


sions, adverse to extending the provisions of the 
pension laws to the widows of the officers and sol- 
diers who were married since 1794. The reference 


_ was made by the House on the 29th of February; 


since which time, the motion to reconsider has been 
undisposed of. His object was, if the motion to 
reconsider should prevail, to move to recommit the 
report and accompanying resolution to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, with instruc. 
tions to report a bill to extend the provisions of the 
existing pension laws to widows who were married 
subsequent to the Ist January, 1794. What time 


|| should be fixed as the ultimate limit he was not 


their wish and design to remain in North Carolina. | 


The amount of appropriation involved is about 
$100,000. This does not properly belong to the 
Indian appropriation bill. It 1s a claim now re- 
newed by a memorial from Mr. Thomas, although 


it has been rejected from time to time during the | 
last twelve years. Theclaim is pressed by nume- || 
rous agents desirous to derive profit from their || 


exertions. 
and history of the claim, 
various statements and arguments brought forward 
in defence of the claim, contending that the different 
authorities to which the matter had been referred 
had decided that the claim was not authorized by 
the terms of the treaty. To the language of the 
treaty he made reference, for the purpose of sus- 
taining that decision, and of showing that the 
amendment was not deserving of support. He 
contended that it was never contemplated to give 
the same commutation for removal and subsistence 
to the [Indians who remained as to those who con- 
sented to remove, otherwise they who refused to 
remove were placed in a better position than they 
who went. He contended that the subject was 
before Congress in another shape, and that this 
amendment ought not to be pressed while that was 
pending. 


Mr. BELL made a brief reply, in which he 


| stated that the Senator from New Hampshire had 
placed the question before the Senate in a wrong 
point of view; that he had not made himself suf- 


ficiently acquainted with the whole subject; and | 


he regretted that the errors of his statement had 


been communicated in a tone calculated to influ- || 


ence Senators who had not given their minds to 
the investigation of the facts. Mr. B. went on to 
state that the faith of the Government was pledged 
to the adoption of the principle of his amendment. 
Instead of being out of place in the present appro- 
priation bill, he asserted that it ought to have been 


After this —— of the character | 
ve went on to reply to the || 





prepared to say. Some gentlemen were in favor 
of fixing the Ist January, 1812; but, so far as he 
was concerned, he had no other object in view than 
to get the subject recommitted to the committee, 
with instructions to extend the period beyond that 
now fixed. Some months ago, this subject was 
brought prominently before the House, and many 
gentlemen expressed opinions in relation to it. 
‘There was then an almost unanimous opinion that 
the time fixed by the existing laws granting pen- 
sions to the widows of deceased soldiers was arbi- 
trary, and an unjust mode of determining those to 
whom the benefit of these laws should be extended. 
There could be no good reason why the Ist of Jan- 
vary, 1794, should be fixed as the ultimate period 
beyond which no pensions should be granted. 


| Such a limit was arbitrary, unjust, and unequal, 


and it ought to be abandoned. The committee, 
however, to whom the subject was referred by a 
majority, reported a resolution declaring it inex- 
pedient to extend those laws. But if any laws 
ought to be extended, it was these laws which afford 
relief to the widows of those who rendered such 
signal services to this country in its infancy. Why 


the period now named—the Ist January, 1794— 
should be the limit, and why they should be con- 


fined to that particular period, was to him inex- 
plicable. Hedesired the House to take this subject 
into consideration at this time, and hence he hoped 
his motion to reconsider would prevail. He had 
no desire to consume the time of the House unne- 


| cessarily in the discussion of a subject which had 


already consumed so much time, and, therefore, he 
moved the previous question on his motion to re- 
consider. ; 

The House, however, did not second the motion 
for the previous question. f 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, asked the yeas and 
nays on that motion, but they were not ordered. 
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“Mr. COCKE (at whose request Mr. J. W. 
Jones withdrew the motion to lay on the table) 
having made the report from the committee, en- 
tered into an explanation of his action, and ex- 
vessed a hope that the House would not recon- 
sider the vote by which the report and resolution 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. He hoped the matter would 
come properly before the committee for considera- 
tion, Some time ago, a resolution passed this 
House directing the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the pension laws to all widows married subse- 
quent to the Ist of January, 1794, and prior to the 
jst of January, 1518. The Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions having considered the question 
thus presented, reported against such an extension 
of these laws. They thought there was no reason 
for their extension, but that there was cause for lim- 
iting the laws to those who were married prior to the 
jst of January, 1794. The committee thought that 
if they wereextended beyond the period now fixed, 
there was no good reason why they should be lim- 
ited to 1800, 1812, 1818, or any other time which 
had been suggested. The object was to provide 


‘eet for all those who had shared in the revo- | 


utionary struggle, and hence pensions had been 
provided for those widows who were married to 
revolutionary soldiers prior to the Ist of January, 
1794. It was supposed that that period closed, not 
only the revolutionary struggle, but those Indian 
wars which grew outofit. The unsettled state of 
the country prior to that time, required the services 
of all, for all served and all suffered to some extent 
jn that struggle and the struggles which grew out 
of it,and all married during that time were deemed 


entitied to the relief afforded by the provisions of | 


these laws. 

He repeated that the object was to provide pen- 
sions for all those who shared in the toils of the 
Revolution, and the consequent Indian wars. There 
was good reason, then, for fixing that limit at the 
jst of January, 1794, from which time all the diffi- 
culties were supposed to be settled. 
sions were to be granted to those subsequently 


But, if pen- | 


married; if the period was to be changed to 1800; | 
why should it not be extended to 1805-8-10, or | 


even to 1830? Why should not pensions be granted 
even to those married at the present period? He 
knew not how a limit could be fixed that would 
not be partial and invidious. 
there was reason for fixing the limit at 1794, and 


that limit has heretofore been acquiesced in by | 


Congress, and no good reason had been shown for 
extending the provisions of those laws at this time. 
This was the opinion of the Committee on Revo- 


lutionary Pensions, and hence a resolution had | 
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As he had shown, | 


been reported declaring it to be inexpedient to ex- | 


tend those provisions, which he hoped the House | 


would sustain by refusing to adopt this motion to 
reconsider. 


[Mr. Potiock] had been heard in support of his | 


motion, there would be no injustice in now moving | range of the law a greater number than the Gov- 


to lay the motion to reconsider on the table, and he || ernment had means at that time to provide for, | 


made that motion accordingly. 


Mr. S. LAWRENCE (at whose request the || 


motion to lay on the table was withdrawn) said, 
as one of the committee, he wished to reply very 
briefly to the remarks of his honorable friend from 
Tennessee, the chairman of the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. The question, as the gentle- 
man says, had been before the committee, and had 
been fully examined. A majority were against 
any extension of the limitation of marriage as now 
fixed by law. It wasdue to the House and to the 
Bubject to say, that the committee were about 
equally divided, as nearly so as was possible. 

Mr. COCKE rose to a question of order. It was 
not in order to refer to what had been done in the 
Rtanding committees. He was well aware that the 
decision in committee was not unanimous, but the 
majority decided in favor of the resolution, and the 
majority of course controlled the committee. 
_Mr.S. LAWRENCE. That may be so, but 
the gentleman spoke in general terms of the action 
of the committee, and his remarks were calculated 
to leave the impression on the House that the com- 
mittee were unanimous. I desire to correct this 
impression; and with the view of showing what 
were the views of the minority, 1 desire the Clerk 
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Mr.S. LAWRENCE. Then | adoptitas part of these daughters, old enough to share in all 


of my remarks. 

The Clerk then read the report. 

Mr. COCKE asked Mr. L. to consent to have 
the report of the majority of the committee also 
read. It was very short; and, as the gentleman 
had read one side, it was fair he should now pre- 
sent the other. 

Mr. Lawrence assenting, this report was also 
read. 

Mr. LAWRENCE then resumed his remarks, 
and said he would not detain the House buta few 
moments, as they were anxious to take the ques- 
tion. Since the attention of the House and the 
country had been called to this subject by the pub- 
lication of the reports which had been read, he 
had received numerous letters, from various parts 
of the Union, especially from the North and West, 
approving, in strong terms, the measure proposed 
by the minority of the committee. Indeed, Mr. 
Speaker, (said Mr. L.,) I believe there is a very 
general wish, especially at the North and West, 
for the success of the proposition. Nothing would 
give more general satisfaction than to see these 
aged matrons, many of whom are standing upon 
the very borders of the grave, provided for in such 
manner as to relieve them from the pressing hand 
of poverty and want, under which very many of 
them are suffering. 

The gentleman says the Government have gone 
to the utmost extent to which they should go in 


e ‘ e a | 
their liberality with the revolutionary soldier and | 


his widow. Sir, | think otherwise; the public 
generally think otherwise; and if we obey the 
public voice, we shall extend the limitation of 
marriage so as to include at least all such as were 
participators in the trying scenes of the Revolu- 
tion. We have grown up to a great, prosperous, 
and wealthy people, and we are inclined to forget, 
overlook, and not appreciate, the hardships and 
sufferings of our fathers and mothers who passed 
through the trying ordeal. Sir, our independence 
was not achieved by the strong arms of our fathers 
alone. Our mothers acted quite as important a 
part in the great drama, which surprised the world, 
and which, in fact, laid the foundation of a free 
system of government which is dest ned to over- 
turn the ancient dynasties of the Old World. 
The tottering and fall of monarchies and despot- 
| isms, which almost daily reach us from the dis- 


tant quarters of the globe, are all, directly or | 


indirectly, traceable to our free republican Govern- 
ment, which was founded by the toil, suffering, 
| and blood of our ancestors. 
| The gentleman says the distinction heretofore 
adopted is the true limit, and to extend it would 
| be improper. 

Sir, I think he is incorrect. The limitation is 
/an arbitrary one, without a single well-founded 


why the period of marriage was limited to Janu- 
ary 1, 1794, was the fear of bringing into the 


|| without detriment to other interests; in other 
words, of drawing too largely from the treasury. 

This might be a penny-wise conclusion. It may 
now be satisfactory to the gentleman from ‘Ten- 
| nessee, but it is no reason at all for me. 

It is, in my judgment, dealing out the most gross 
injustice to one of the most deserving and praise- 
| worthy classes of our community—a class to whom 
| we are quite as deeply indebted as to the revolu- 
tionary soldier. 
| ence to a case within my own knowledge. 

A family of some eight or ten in number, resided 

| on the frontier; the father was engaged in the field 
as an officer of the continental line; the sons, who 
were old enough, were also in the service; a hus- 

| band of one of the daughters, who was also in the 
| service, was talten prisoner by the Indians, carried 


| incredible hardship, reached his family, but was 
| soon after again captured, and tomahawked. The 
| mother and family left at home were twice driven 
from their homes by the savage yell, and escaped 
| only with their lives, and from the hills saw their 
|| house and barns, with the hard earnings of a sum- 
| mer’s toil, and their entire all, except what few 
| clothes they had on, burned to theground or carried 





to read a report which I had the honor to present || off. Their whole dependance for an approaching 


to the House at the time the gentleman from Ten- 
hessee reported this resolution. 


| winter was swept away, and indescribable suffering 
l followed. Several of the brothers fell in the san- 


Objection was made to the reading of the report. |! guinary battles with the Indians and Tories. One 


NAL GLOBE. — 


| reason to uphold it; and [ apprehend the reason | 
As the gentleman from Pennsylvania | 


Sir, let me illustrate, by refer- | 


| to Montreal, made his escape, and, after suffering | 


eee enn enareee 


' these 
deprivations, afterwards became the companion 


and partner of a soldier who had served through 
the war. After his death, she became the wiie of 
a second soldier of the war. She has survived both, 
and is now dependant upon the charity of the 
public. She has no legal clam upon the Govern- 
ment, because she was not married prier to the 
period fixed by the present law—a limitation which 
my friend from Tennessee thinks just and equita- 
ble, and which he says should be adhered to. 

Sir, this is gross injustice, and should be at once 
remedied. Either exclude all, or admit ali—cer- 
tainly those who were partakers of the severe trials 
of those dark and gloomy umes. Itis a fact, which 
has probably been observed by all,that a long 
service in the army of the Revolution incapacitated 
many of the soldiers from ever becoming wealthy: 
the best portion of their lives was devoted to their 
country’s service. ‘They were poorly paid, or not 
paid at all—Government money proving worth- 
less. These widows have aided and assisted these 
veterans onward through life, and have rendered 
important aid and comfort, and smoothed their 
pathway tothe grave, They are, therefore, doubly 
entitled to our consideration: first, for the service 
rendered their brothers and fathers in time of the 
war, in supporting and sustaining the family at 
home, while the soldier was in the camp, and fight- 
ing for our very exisience; second, for the valuable 
service rendered the soldier in after life. Neither 
the gentleman nor the country need be alarmed at 
the magnitude of the addition which this will make 
to the pension list. It may add 5,000 to the list, 
bringing up the number to 28,000, and increase 
the expense $300,000; but what is this, in offset, to 
the great amount of comfort and happiness which 
would be imparted to a venerated class of a former 
age, who are yet lingering among us, although 
upon the verge of the grave, and many of whom 
are in indigent circumstances? Death is daily thin- 
ning their ranks, and a very few years more will 
remove them all to that bourne from whence none 
return. 

We have magnanimously voted $25,000 to the 
aged and respected widow of one ot our ex-Presi- 
dents. This assumed the form of consideration 
for valuable manuscripts, but I regarded it as sub- 
stanually a gratuity, and certainly none could 
grudge the boon. But, sir, what an amount of 
happiness would a similar sum have imparted, dis- 
tributed, as is proposed in this bill, among the 

_ widows of the poor soldiers? 

Are we less indebted to the soldier who bore the 
musket on the bloody fields of the revolutionary 
struggle, or to their widows, who shared their 
dangers and toils, than to our statesmen, who 
have renderéd ever so valuable service in the coun- 
cil chamber? I admit the obligation of the coun- 
try to see that both are provided for; but I insist 
that the aged partner of the revolutionary soldier 
should not be forgotten while we are dealing so 
liberally with those in the higher walks of life, 
however deserving. 

The consideration for a pension, or gratuity, is 
| always founded upon important services rendered 
|, the Government in military or other employments. 
|, Who will say that in the case before us we have 

not the most ample consideration? Our Govern- 
|, ment has adopted a pension system, which has 
| been in operation since the days of Mr. Monroe, 
|| who recommended it in 1817; in 1818, the first 
| general law sea to revolutionary sol- 
diers was passed, and, under the different laws pro- 
viding for revolutionary soldiers and their widows, 
|| the Government has paid the sum of $43,968,700 
| 46; other pensions, $16,000,553 64; making a total 
| of $59,969,254 10. The invalid pension system 
| dates back to 1791. The highest sum paid to rev- 
olutionary pensioners was in 1833, and amounted 
|, to $4,294,861 12. The last year (1847) there was 
— to this class of pensioners $1,143,378 81. 
rom this statement it will be readily seen that the 
| list is rapidly diminishing, notwithstanding the 
_ additions that have been made from time to time. 
|| It wall still continue to diminish, if this bill report- 
|| ed by the minority should become a law, and, as I 
|| have already said, would in a few short yeafs en- 
| tirely disappear. 
Il am aware that this sixty millions paid to our 
pensioners looks like a large sum; but who will 
| say that we, as a people, are any the poorer for 
| having discharged this debt of gratitude, so richly 


} 
} 
| 
i 
} 
| 


merited? Who could wish to recall it? 
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does not rejoice in the reflection, that we have, to 
some extent, been able to indemnify them for the 
great sacrifices made by them in our sirugyle for 
independence? Lo am confident there ts but one 
Opinion on this subject every where, unless it bein 
some sections where the whole system 1s opposed, 
Since the subject has been brought before the 
House and the country, in the publication of the 
reports of the majoriny and minority, | have read 
letters from various portions of the country stwongly 
recommending the measure, and expressing the 
greatest anxiety that it may become a law. 1 will 
add an extract from a letter received, which is but 
an expression of public sentiment, as far as | have 
been able to gather it from all quarters: 


“<1@: Having lately received from a friend at Washington 
@ Ved reports of commutilees, Among them, Lobeerve dd one 
by Bideey Lawrence, fiom the Committee on Revolutionary 
Poustoos, avout tie bested February, which much attracted 
my attention; fist, because itts a subject which [ have for 
twoor three yeare pat submitted tothe cOumideratvion of ty 
lite frend and wenghbor, Joun Q. Adam-, decea-ed ; and 
second, bocau-e Ladmoire tue tenor ol the language and ilus- 
tratious empl y doin your report, to affeet a good and just 
object. thas Qllen tomy lot to asista very con: id-rabl 
number Oo these peosion chiimants tu tite quarter, and many 
of which ‘without money and without price 5’ aud absut 
hin teen out of twenty were actually poorand much need d 
nid de-erved something of that country’s bounty, which re 
eerved and, botn from male and female exertion, in the pen- 
ed you mention, that traly © tried mon’s souls.’ And barely 
to nerd as-i-tanee by such ¢ alamtots i not all in this mat- 
ter: itis well known that mo-tof the soldiers of the R vo- 
lution dost most of their wares for this important service, by 
the depreei tion of the medium called Continentul money, 
and the tenties of that day nece-sanly shared tm the lo.-e. 
and sufferings of thatday. General Washington mentioned 
thiscirounmmetince many years since —T think tn his address to 
the Governor. of the then thirteen States of Aimerica—and 
expressed a siacere hope and weeh that the States might be 
Prosperous under Unie new system of government, and, 
sooner or later, have the means, and dosomething nore for 
fhe veteran soldier, who had done much for hiscounty; andl 
have the lnpros-ton iowas the same objec tand fechug whieh 
induced President Monroe to recommend the system ol rev- 
olutionary pensions in the year lsl7, 

“Itis well known mn this quarter that the pension allow- 
ances have relieved many, both male and female, from the 
Necessity of passtig the ir very lastdays on the cold charities 
of a poorhouse 5 and, sir, should your bill prevail, a would 
confer acto! charity, as well as neta of justice 5 itwouid far 
nish the means to procure afew lite necessary comforts for 
the aged widow, to cheer the evening of life, which she could 
not expeet otherwise to realize and enjoy. Believing our 
country to possess abundant means, Talways hope she will 
never be reluctant in doing acts of public justice. 

“ 1) George Wa-hington ever uttered a sentence of twelve 
words of more weightand irresistible truth than any other of 
the same length, it was when he said, Public justice is 
one of the mun p iars to sustain our Republic.’ 

“| will only add, that my only wish is, on this point, that 
our Republic may be preserved for the be nefit and Ganquil- 
lity of the people of Uus and of the other nations ofthe carth ; 
and that all people may be favored with sufficient light, 
knowl dge, self respect, and virtue, to govern them-elves, 
and that the despots aud monarchs of the earth may fiud 
salety in retirement to peaceful citizenship.” 


Mr. Speaker, | hope the motion to reconsider 
will prevail, in order that the resolution may be 
sent back to the committee, with instructions to 
report the bill attached to the minority report, and 
that, when it shall be so reported, it may receive 
the sanction of the House, as I believe it will of 
both branches of Congress, by a large majority. 

Mr. WHITE thought they had comsumed quite 
enough of the public time about this matter, and 
he therefore moved the previous question, 

Mr. CUMMINS remonstrated; but the call 
for the previous question was seconded, and, under 
its operation, the motion of Mr. Pottock was 
agreed to, 

Mr. VINTON moved that the House go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. GOGGIN, on whose motion the reference 
of a bill was changed from his committee to that 
on the Judiciary. 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR NAVAL SERVICE. 

The House, on motion of Mr. VINTON, re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1849, (Mr. Tuompson, of Indiana, in 
the chair.) 

When the committee rose yesterday the amend- 
ment pending was ‘for meteorolovical observa- 
tions, to be conducted under the direction of the 
Becrfary of the Navy, $2,000."" 

Mr. STANTON moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in immediately after the last amend- 
ment: ** For the establishment of a depot for naval 
stores, which the Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
required to cause to be located at or near New Or- 


eans, $20,000."" 


' authorized by the Constitution of the United States; 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. S. said he should embrace the first opportu- | 
nity which should present itself to reply to the 
remarks of Mr. Arxtnson, that it might be seen 
which of them stood in the right before the coun- 
try. 

At his request, a letter from the Secretary of the 
Navy was tread in favor of the appropriation, 

Mr. WHITE moved an amendment to reduce 
the sum to $5,000. He said that this subject had 
heen before the Committee on Naval Affairs, where 
it had undergone a thorough investigation. It was 
true that a majority of the committee had voted in 
favor of the object, but the committee were by no 
means unanimous in approving it. There were 
some members who considered the establishment 
of such a depot wholly unnecessary. There was 
one already at Memphis, and another in the naval 
establishment at Pensacola. He considered this as 
a mere entering-wedge for future appropriations to 
an indefinite amount. The proposed depot was a 
matter wholly of a local character; it was intended 
for the benefit of New Orleans, but would be of 
no practical benefit at all to the naval service. 

Mr. STANTON briefly advocated the appro- 
priation on the ground of its usefulness in propor- 
uion to the small amount it would cost the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. WHITE continued to oppose it as not need- 
ed. The Secretary of the Navy had not recom- 
mended it; he said indeed it would be a good thing, 
and he had no objection to it, but he did not urge 
it. There would be great difficulty of access to 
itif placed where it was proposed; it was nota 
suntable place for such an establishment. 

Mr. STANTON could not conceive how the 
gentleman from New York could say that the Sec- 
retary did not recommend it; the gentleman surely 
could not have read the letter, or listened to it 
when read at the Clerk’s desk. If the gentleman 
had attended to it, he would have found that the 
Secretary gave some half dozen of strong and co- | 
gent reasons in its favor. 

Mr. WHITE thought his recommendation a | 
very faint one indeed. , 

The question being put, the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Wuire was not agreed to, 

Mr. ‘TUCK moved to reduce the amount in the 
amendment to $3,000. 

Mr. ‘I’. said he was opposed to this amendment 
in the Committee on Naval Affairs, on the ground || 
that we had now sufficient accommodations for | 
naval stores. If they made the appropriation rece || 
ommended by the gentleman from Tennessee, it || 
was but the beginning of appropriations which || 
would be asked for year after year for the next | 
half century, and neither we nor posterity would || 
soon hear the end of the demands for appropria- 
tions for this station for dry docks, &c. It looked || 
to a state of war; all the arrangements for the navy | 
looked toa state of perpetual war. He opposed this | 
on the same principle that he would oppose arm- || 
ing every ciuizen. Let us arm the navy as though 
we considered every nation our enemy, and we 
would always be in danger of getting into war, and || 
should be continually falling into it, according to 
the caprice or ambition of the Executive. He was 
oppesed to the appropriation of itself, and as being 
the commencement of appropriations without limit 
Mr. T. then withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. ATKINSON moved to reduce the amount 
in the amendment to $10 000. 

Mr. A. remarked that he had yesterday opposed | 
the appropriation of $2,000 towards (as it had been 
called by some) the raising of storms, and he had 
then showed that the notions or opinions advanced | 
by some gentlemen of his own political purty were | 
those which, a few years ago, were the distin- || 
guishing characteristics of the Federal party; and || 
he had then said, and still entertained the opinion, | 
that the gentleman from Tennessee had fallen into |! 
one of the Federal notions of that distinguished 
statesman who had recently gone to a better world, 
as he hoped. 

The gentleman from Tennessee had been pleased | 
to say he would take an early opportunity to no- 
tice this subject; and he thought the gentleman || 
would need to make some effort to clear himself 


entirely of the charge of Federal notions, and might || 


save himself the labor of attacking his (Mr. A.’s) | 
Democracy. During the long period that he || 
(Mr. A.) had been in public life, he had never given || 
a vote which had even smelt of Federalism; he 

had never voted for an appropriation not strictly || 


June 13, 
neither had he made a speech against James K 
Polk, the President of the United States, and helt 
him up before the people for his veto of the oo 
and harbor bill. When he should have done th = 
he acknowledged he might well be suspected > 
being tinetured with what was now called Whi. 
gery, but in old umes was known by the name 7 
Federalism. - 

The impression seemed to exist upon the mind 
of some that the appropriation of $2,000, shiek 
was under consideration yesterday, had been oa, 
ommended by the Secretary of the Navy. Tig 
was not the case. It was recommended by Ra 
fessor Bache, of the coast survey 

Mr. STANTON (interposing) said he did not 
intend to enter into any discussion of Matterg 
which were not pertinent at this time, but should 
recur to the subject on an early occasion, 


Mr. ATKINSON replied, that whenever he res 


| curred to it, he would meeta rejoinder which would 


not be very agreeable to him, as far as regarded 
his political opinions. He had no hesitation to 
compare his opinions with those of the gentleman 


Mr. A. then withdrew his amendment. 


The question recurring on Mr. Stanton’s amend. 
ment— 
Mr. McKAY would like to know of the zenvle- 


| man from Tennessee what would be the proballe 


cost of the works contemplated? If he understood 
the reading of the letter, it stated that the present 


_appropriauon was merely for the purchase of the 
land. 


The CHAIRMAN reminded Mr. McKay that 


| his remarks were out of order, as he had moved no 
amendment. 


Mr.STANTON would refer the gentleman from 


| North Carolina for a reply to the letter of the Sec- 


retary of the Navy, and hoped it would again be 


| read; which was done accordingly by common 


consent. 

The question was taken on Mr. Sranton’s 
amendment by tellers, and the vote stood ayes 6], 
noes 37; no quorum voting. 


The CHAIRMAN then ordered the roll to be 


| called, in compliance with the 126th rule of the 


House; which being done, the committee rose, 


/and the chairman reported the names of the ab- 
|| sent members to the House, to be entered on the 
| Journal. 


The committee then resumed its session, and the 
question being again stated on Mr. Sraxton’s 
amendment, it was agreed to: Ayes 91, noes 36. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved, by direction of the 
Naval Committee, the following amendment, to 
come in after the last amendment: 

For indemnification for losses of necessary clothing, uni- 


form, bed and table furniture, books and instruments, to the 


officers and crews of the sloop Peacock, whieh was wrecked 
and lost at the mouth of the Co!umbia river ou the 18th day 
of July, 1841; of the steam frigate Missouri, burnt at Gibral- 
tar in 1043; the schooner Grampus, lost at sea ; the schooner 
Shark, wrecked and lost at the mouth of the Columbia river, 
September 10, 1846, fifty thousand dollars: Provited, That 


| the amount of such losses in the case of each claimant shall 


be established, by affidavit or proof, tothe sati~faction of the 
Sveretary ofthe Navy, and shall be paid only to the appli- 


| canthimeelf, or his authorized agent, or, in case of his death, 
to his widow, or if there be no widow, then to his surviving 
| children, or if there be neither widow nor children, then to 
| the brothers and sisters now living, and who are minors, or 


were minors at the time thatthe loss occurred: And proviled 


|| also, That no more than the actual amount of Joss shall be 


paid in any case, nor shail the entire allowance on account 
of any individual in their respective grades exceed the fol- 
lowing sums, viz: toa captain, eight hundred dollars; toa 
commander or lieutenant commanding, six hundred dollars; 
to a lie itenant, surgeon, as-i-tant surgeon, purser. chaplain, 
professor, chief engineer, or captain of marines, four hundred 


| and fifty dollars; toa master, passed midshipman, first as- 
| sistant engineer, first lieutenant of marines, three handred 
| dollars; to a midshipman, second or third as-istant engineer, 


third lieutenant of marin s, clerk, or master’s mit’, two 
hundred dollars; to ab catswain, cunner.carpenter,sailmaker, 
one hundred doll irs, to a petty officer, orsergeantor corporal 
of marines, fifty dollars; toa seaman, ordinary seaman, ma 
rine, or musician, forty dollars; to a landsiman, boy, or fire- 


| nan, thirty dollars. 


Mr. SIMS inquired if that amendment was in 
order? It made no appropriation for the naval 
service, but was in fact making this bill the means 
of legislation on private claims. 

The CHAIR decided it to be in order. ; 

Mr. SCHENCK explained the purpose which 
the committee contemplated, in the course of which 
he was understood to say that this amendment was 
designed to indemnify officers and seamen for losses 
hitherto sustained by the loss of vessels of the 
United States at sea, for which no existing law 
made any provision, and that a bill would be re- 


| ported to make provision for all future cases of & 








13, 


es K, 
d held 
> Viver 
€ that, 
teal of 
W hiv. 


ime of 


Minds 
“ hieh 
n rec. 

This 


r Pro. 


d not 
tilterg 
hould 


ne re. 
vould 
ded 
on to 
man, 


lend. 


nthe. 
valle 
stood 
Psent 
” the 


that 
dno 


rom 
Sec. 
1 be 
mon 


oN’g 


61, 


» be 
the 
ose, 
ab- 
the 


the 
i's 
6. 

the 
, to 


uni- 
the 
ked 
day 
ale 
mer 
ver, 
“hat 
hall 
‘the 
v= 
ath, 
ying 
nto 

or 

iled 

be 

mit 

fol- 
oa 
ATS 
ain, 
red 
Aas- 
red 
eT, 
wo 
cer, 
ral 
na- 
re- 


in 
val 
ns 


ch 
ch 
as 
es 
he 
iW 
re- 


. 
lle mes 








48 
= 
ike character, He urged on the House the jus- 
«sof the claims of the officers and seamen of the 
vessels named in the amendment. 

Mr. WHITE moved to amend the amendment, 
by mserting after the word ‘“*Shark”’ the word 
“Somers.” : 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, moved an amendment, 
. obtain the opportunity to say a few words, 
hich he withdrew when he concluded. He said, 
», the American service there was no law autho- 
rzing the payment of indemnities for losses by 
ofiers and seamen of shipsof war. In the Brit- 
sh service provision was made, and a pro rata 
scale of remuneration established, by which the 
Admiralty remunerated the sutievers. He desired 
call the attention of the committee particularly 
to this fact. It was part of the discipline ofa ship 
of war, that when a ship was on fire, or in danger 
of being wrecked, the officers and crew were not 
permitted under any circumstances to take any 
measures for the preservation of their own prop- 
erty; and, consequently, when the Missouri was 
ist by fire in the Bay of Gibraltar, her crew, as 
in all such cases, were beat to quarters; not a man 
was permitted to take the slightest thing of his 
own, or to make any attempt to save anything be- 
lonving to him. ~All the exertions of the officers 
and crew were directed to the saving of the ship, 
and notunul the ship was beyond all hope of pres- 
ervation, were they permitted even to save their 


lives—not even unul there was danger of the ship | 
beng blown up by the explosion of the magazine. | 


And so it was when the Peacock was lost, the 


oficers and crew not being permitted to leave the | 


ship until she was actually going to pieces; those 


who were the last to leave being exposed to im- | 
minent peril of their lives, and actually escaping | 


without a second suit of clothes to their backs. 
The Naval Committee have had this subject under 
consideration, and they approved of the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Scuenck.} The committee had not been able to 
establish a pro vata amount to be paid in future 
cases, but they had come to the conclusion that 
te amount proposed to Le paid by the amendment 
was fuir and equitable, and future cases they 
intended to provide for by a bill to be hereafter 
inwoduced. He hoped the amendment would be 
adopted. It was due to the officers and seamen 
who had suffered such imminent perils and priva- 
tions. 


amendment by inserting ‘* the steamer Caroline, 
and all steamboats lost on the Ohio and Mississip- 
. sane 99 
pi rivers. 
Mr. KING said he should be willing to have all 
such cases provided for, but they should be charged 
tothe proper quarter. But the amendment was 


not now in order, because those steamboats were | 


not in the naval service of the United States. 

Mr. RICHARDSON replied that the steamer 
Caroline was in the service of the United States. 
Many of the steamers lost on the Ohio and Mis- 
SISSIp))1 
mails, and consequently t 
ment of the Government. 


Mr. SCHENCK said this was a naval service | 


billand vessels engaged in carrying the mail could 
“a be said to be in the naval service of the United 
States, 

Mr. GENTRY begged to suggest to the gentle- 

man from Illinois [Mr. Richarpson] that he might 
fecomplish his object by getting a liberal appro- 
jriation for removing the snags out of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, 
_ The CHAIR intimated that gentlemen were not 
in order in debating an amendment which was it- 
self not in order. He did not understand the gen- 
teman from Illinois to desire to make provision fur 
vessels in the naval service. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON said he would inquire if 
steamboats could be in the land service? [Laugh- 
cr. 

The CHAIRMAN said he did not undertake to 
— consututional questions. [Renewed laugh- 

< 
_Mr.GENTRY submitted to the gentleman from 
‘linois that he should ask for an appropriation of 
$500,000 to clear out all obstructions from naviga- 
ble streams of the United States. 

The CHAIR decided that such an amendment 
would be out of order. 

Some other conversation ensued, and then the 
amendment of Mr. Ricwarpson was rejected. 


TH 





Mr. RICHARDSON moved to amend the | 


rivers were aneraree in carrying the | 
ey were in the employ- | 


to explain an amendment which he subsequently 
withdrew) advocated the adoption of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Scnenck. } 
In reference to the object contemplated by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson,]} he said 
he hoped the gentleman from Lilinois would not aid 
in continuing the neglect of those in the naval ser- 
vice because the western country had met with 
neglect. He (Mr. Hotmes) was opposed to internal 
improvements generally, but he granted that the 
western country had been neglected by Congress, 
There had been great losses sustained, of the cause 


Mr. I. E. HOLMES (having obtained the floor || lost must be proved,and the Secretary of the Navy 
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would then exercise his judgment in the matter, 
With the insertion of the word ‘* necessary,” to 
which he had consented, and the exercise of the 
discretion of the department, every object would 
be accomplished in the prevention of claims for 
articles that were not requisite. There was this 
objection tothe msertion of the words ** as required 
by the regulations of the service,’’ that there were 
no such regulations. There were certain things 
which the officers and seamen must have, and of 
those things the department must judge; but there 
| were no regulations prescribing how many panta- 


of which, in those western rivers down which the | loons and shirts each officer and man must have. 


great argosies of the West floated, there was reason 
for complaint, and at the proper ume he would give 
his assistance to clear out those waters. But he 
repeated, he hoped, because the gentleman from 
Liinois found evils in the rivers to correct for which 
no adequade provision had been made, that he 
would not object to the correction of evils on the 
ocean. In this case, equity demanded that those 
in the service of the United States, who were com- 
mitted to the charge of the Government, and who 
dared not disobey when in peril on the ocean, to 


If, therefore, the words suggested were inserted, 
all allowance for clothing would be excluded. It 
would be better to leave it to the departnent, by 
which it would be ascertained whether a claimant 
was making a sham claim or not. 

Mr. GREEN was satusfied ‘with this explana- 
tion. 

Mr. McKAY said, there was no instance in the 
legislation of this Government in which such a 
provision had been made as was proposed to be 
made by this amendment. There had been no 


save their own property and preserve their own || law passed by Congress heretofore, from the found- 
lives, should be indemnified by Congress. ‘They 


were obliged to attend to the saving of the ship, 
the property of this Government, in the midst of 
excitement, and alarm, and danger, and consterna- 


vessels. They were obliged to neglect the pres- 


tion, which were attendant on the loss of such | 


ervation of their own property to save that of the | Q 
Government under which they serve; and would || as well as those of t.e navy, should be entitled to 


the gentleman from Illinois see them sink down | 


hand tosave them? He trusted there would be felt 


and ve ingulfed in poverty without lending a single | 


-agenerous emotion, and that there would be gen- | 


in the service of the country. 
Mr. GREEN pointed out the necessity of some 


|| the amendment was not in order. 


further amendment in the amendment of the gen- | 


tleman from Ohio, [Mr. ScHencx,] so as to pre- 


of the country. It might be 1m the navy as in the 


of ciothing and other property than the service re- 


| who might lose his life, and such loss was borne 
| some modification he feared the doors would be left 


| open for such claims to come here. 
that Cassis M. Clay carried with him two fiddles 


loss. 


| before the word ** cluothing,”’ &c., so as to remove 
the objection of the gentleman from Missouri, 

Mr. CABELL offered the following amendment 
| to the amendment of Mr. Schenck: 


And to Lieutenant O. H. Berryman and the seamen 
sent by Commaader Carpenter to cominunicate to the squad- 
| rou off Vera Cruz the condition of the brig Truxton, whieh 
| went ashore near Tampico, on the coast of Mexico, in tie 


| aud table furniture, books, and instruments. 





| ring, and lost all their private property, which was 
/ amendment would be adopted. 


63 to 58. 


ed. 
'| Mr. GREEN said the amendment made on his 
|| suggestion by the gentleman from Ohio did not 
entirely meet his views. 


lic service, as required by the regulations;”’ conse- 
| quently the modification did not go far enough. 

|| Mr. SCHENCK replied that the gentleman from 
|} Missouri weuld perceive that the property actually 


ation of the Government, which had authorized 
indemnification, either to officers of the army or 
the navy, for loss of personal effects, If they 
adopted this amendment, justice would require 
that its provisions should be greatly extended, 
even as far back as the year 1789, when this Gov- 
ernment was organized, and that nulitary officers, 


its benefits. He quoted from the provisions of the 
British Government, which were exceedingly lib- 
eral, to show that this proposition went beyond 
them in liberality. He hoped the amendment 


erous action for those men who have lost their all |) would be rejected. 


The CHAIRMAN, on reflection, decided that 
His decision 
was based on the eightieth rule, which provided 


|| that no appropriation shall be reported in the gens 
ventany claims for clothing and other property over 


-and above what might be required by the service | 


army, that officers would carry a greater amount | 


eral appropriation bills, or be in order as an amend- 
ment thereto, for any expenditure not previously 

| authorized by law. 
Mr. SCHENCK appealed from that decision, 


'| and proceeded to debate the question. 


| quired, and he thought Congress should not be | 
bound to pay for that which was not requisite. An | 
officer, for instance, might take with him a servant || 


He believed | 


|| to the Mexican war, which were certainly not re- | 
|| quired by the public service, and should not be | 
paid for by the Government in the event of their | 


Mr.SCHENCK consented to modify hisamend- | 
ment by the insertion of the word * necessary”? | 


Mr. SIMS inquired if the gentleman was in 
order? 
The CHAIRMAN decided that he was. 


| ‘| Mr. SIMS contended, that when the committee 
| by the officer to whom he belonged; but without || 


was acting under an order of the House closing 
| debate at a certain time, when that time arrived, 
the committee was in the position in which the 
House would be placed when acting under the 
previous question—no debate being in order except 
five minutes explanatory of amendments, 

The CHAIR was of opinion that such questions 
were embraced within the general rule of the House, 
and that debate was in order on the appeal. 

Mr. SIMS appealed from that decision. 

The CHAIR decided that the appeal would not 
now lie, an appeal being before the committee. 
The question was on the appeal of the gentleman 
from Ohio from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, there were precedents to 


| 


justify such an appropriation. ‘The corps of scien- 


taken by the Mexicans, and hence he hoped the | 


|| tific men who were on board the Enterprise, as 


| 


yeer 1846, tor the loss of necessary clothing, unitorm, bed || well as her officers and men, had received compen- 


sation for the loss of their property. But there 


Mr. C. brieflyexplained the object of his amend- || was no need to resort to precedents for authority. 
| ment to be to indemnify Lieutenant Berryman and || The very rule of the House referred to by the 
the twelve seamen who were with him in the haz- | 
ardous service mentioned in the amendment, in |! 
which they suffered the losses for which he pro- | 
| posed they should be remunerated. They endured | carry on the several departments of Government. 
| hardships such as few men were capable of endu- || This appropriation was for one of the contingencies 


gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. McKay] 
admitted expressly of the introduction into an 
appropriation bill of contingencies requisite to 


of the naval service. If by its regulations the 
Government compelled beth sailors and officers, 


|| in a case of emergency at sea, to abandon all per- 


The amendment was agreed to by a majority of | sonal care of their own property, and to devote 


| themselves wholly to the safety of the property of 


He wished to limit the | 
provision to clothing, &c., ** necessary to the pub- | 


' 
} 
| 
| 
} 
j 
} 


| The question then recurred on the amendment of || the Government, a contingency thus arose, if the 
| the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Scnencxk] as amend- | 


property of sailors or officers was lost in conse- 
| quence, in the naval service, for which it was in 
order to make provision in an appropriation bill, 
He admitted that there was no general law making 
provision for such a case, and this was the only 
country in Christendom in which there was not, 
| But he would refer the gentleman from North 
| Carolina to a case, by way of illustration. He 
meant that of the cadets at West Point. There 


i 
} 


i} 


\\ was bat one cadet allowed by law to be sent to that 
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academy from each Congressional district. And 
the clause which made this restriction was to be 
found in an appropriation bill, because, from the 
Jate period of the session in which the appropria- 
tion bill passed, it was apprehended that the proper 
bill for such a provision could not be reached before 
the adjournment, and the clause was therefore in- 
eerted in the appropriation bill as a rider, Here 
was a case of general Jegisiation in an appropria- 
tion bill. And so the clause limiting the compen- 
sation of officers in the navy was in like manner 
inserted in an appropriation bill. And in both 
cases this had been allowed, because the provisions 
thus inserted were held to relate to the departments 
of the Government, and were contingencies of the 
service. 

Asto the objection to government’s becoming 
the insurer of the personal property of officers and 
and men on board our public ships, Mr. 8, con- 
sidered it no more than fair, when that property 
wis lostin consequence of the devotion of men and 
officers to the preserv ition of the vessel when in 
imminent danger, or that of the ship’s stores, or 
other public property, to the neglect of their own. 
Jn the case of the United States shooner Shark, 
while she was lying on the breakers all night, the 
officers and men stuck to her to the last; and when 
the sailors would have gone below to look after 
their sea-chests, with a view to save them, the offi- 
cera drove them up on deck to attend to the vessel. 
They were not suffered so much as to throw a bag 
of clothing overboard, that it might float ashore; 
and the officers did not leave till just before the 
vessel went to preces, when they left her at the im- 
minent risk of their lives. 
sate such men for the loss of their personal property 
in the wreck would be against precedent, against 
the practice of the Elouse, and againstall principles 
of equity. 

Mr. McKAY said the gentleman from Ohio had 
shown, by his own argunients, that his appeal was 
not well founded. Almost all the gentleman had 
suid hai not been on the point of order, but on the 
merits of his amendment. The only cases he had 
quoted were cases of general legislative provisiona, 
and net special and particular, as this would be. 
‘To admit such into an appropriation bill might be 
very proper; but the rules of the House positively 
“Ne ree the introduction into an appropriation 


illof anything for which there did not exist a | 


previous law, or for continuing public works al- 
ready commenced, or for the contingencies in the 
departments. Here was a proposed appropriation 
of $50,000 for a special, particular purpose, for 
which the mover himself admitted that there was 
no law. ‘* Contingencies in the departments” was 
a technical phrase, which did not at all refer to 
contingencies that might arise in the public service, 
but to contingent expenditures required in the de- 
partments themselves, such as stationary, fuel, &c. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether Mr. McKay 
could poimt him toa single naval appropriation 
bill which the House had ever passed in which 
there were not many items for which there was 
no previous general law ? 

Mr. McKAY admitted that there had occasion- 
ally been a few such items admitted, but they were 
very few. 

The question being now put on Mr. Scnenck’s 
appeal, the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

So Mr. Scuenck’s amendment was decided to 
be out of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK, after some conversation with 
the Chair, moved the following amendment to the 
bill: 

For gun practice in vessels at sea, $5,000; and itis hereby 
made the duty of every otiicer in command of a vessel of war 
Oo} the United States in conmission and at sea to exercise the 
Officers andamen under his command at practice with shoted 


guns, under such further regulations as may be prescribed 


by the Secretary of the Navy, at least as often as Once a 
mouth, 


Mr. DICKEY objected to the amendment as 
out of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK defended it as in order. If 
there was not an express law on this subject, there 
was a law which directed the firing at targets, and 
provided the necessary powder to be expended in 
such gunnery practice; and he considered it as one 
of the coatingencies of the naval service that the 
navy should have something to shoot with. It 
had formerly been the practice at our naval sta- 
tions to fire at targets with cannon. The practice 
had for some cause been discontinued, either be- 
cause there was no navy regulation providing for 


To refuse to compen- | 
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neglect. From whatever cause it happened, the 
fact really was, that there were officers who had 


been eight and ten years in the service, and had | 


never in their lives witnessed firing with shot or 
shell. In the squadron under Commodore Conner 
before Vera Cruz there had been no target firing 
to practice the men, though an immediate attack 
was in contemplation. An officer who had re- 


cently returned in the Columbus from the Pacific | 


had informed Mr. 8. that during her entire cruise 
of three years she had never fired a single shot or 
shell. Under such a system, what improvement 
could there be, or what practical skill could be ac- 
quired in gunnery? 
regulation providing for such practice. No petty 
saving of the cost of powder and shot ought for a 
moment to stand in the way, more especially in the 
existing state of the world, when we might be un- 
der the necessity of looking to the state of our navy 
and preparing tor the event of a general war. 

The Naval Committee desired to have a requi- 
sition of the practice of firing for practice with shot 
and shell at least once a month when our vessels 
were at sea. ‘l'o acquire skill in gunnery was 
surely the very business of our navy; the science 
and practice of it was their especial duty. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK then offered his amendment in 


a modified form, striking out the appropriation. | 


Rejected ° 


iMr. S. then again renewed his amendment, in- || 


serting, in the place of ** gun practice,”’ * ball and 
shell practice.’’ 

Mr. SCHENCK said the fate of the amendment 
he had offered was personally a matter of indif- 
ference to himself, except so far as the good of our 
naval service was concerned. 
under consideration was made up of items of con- 
tingencies, and the Naval Committee were of opin- 
ion that this was as fit to havea place there as any 
others which were already in the bill. Ifa pro- 


vision of this kind could not be introduced into this | 
bill, where would the gentleman have it? Could | 
not Congress, in an appropriation, direct how | 


money appropriated should be applied? He pre- 
sumed the Committee on Naval Affairs understood 


subjects of this nature almost as well as the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means. Every one at all 
conversant in naval affairs must see the propriety 
of such a practice as this amendment proposed to 
provide for. 

The question being put, the amendment was re- 
jected, only 33 rising im its favor, 

Mr. SCHENCK proposed tite following amend- 
ment: 

Aud the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and 
directed, Outlot the appropriation tor provisions, to purchase, 
at his discretion, a sufficient quantity of corn meal and flour, 
dried and prepared by the process and machinery invented 


by J. R. Statford, of Ghio, to be sent to the various naval | 


stalions, to test the capability of such prepared meai and 
tour to resist he influences of time and climate, aud to as- 
certain What advantage there may be in the introduction of 
the same for the use of the navy. 

Mr. 8. said it was presumed, when our ships of 
war were sent on their cruises, that the officers and 
men were toeat something. ‘The amendment pro- 
posed to give the Secretary a discretionary power 


to purchase a proper amount of corn meai and | 


flour, dried by the process recently introduced by 


Mr. Statford, of Ohio, and send it out to our vari- | 


ous naval stations, in order to test ils power of 
enduring damp and the vicissitudes of climate, 
without getting sour. ‘This subject had been be- 
fore the Committee on Naval Affairs, and they 
had heard one of the most scientific men in this 
country explain the nature and results of Mr. 
Statford’s method of kiln-drying meal, until they 
had become entirely satisfied of the propriety of 
the amendment proposed. 


to damp for more than sixteen months, and at the 
end of that time remained perfectly sweet. 
Should the experiment fully succeed, the gain 


to the naval service, and to the commercial marine | 


also, would be inappreciably great. The owners 


of several of our packets were now trying speci- | 


mens of the meal. The committee desired that 
our Government should do the same. 
end, they wished samples sent to all our distant 
stations, so that the test should be rigid and severe. 
As things now stood, if corn meal should be taken 
to sea, 1t would become sour in a few weeks; 
hence we were obliged to take ship bread; and this 
was either as hard as brickbats, or else became 


it, or if there was, it had been suffered to fall into || loathsome from worms, which penetrated ae 


‘on board! 


Certainly there ought to be a ! 


‘The whole section || 


Some of this meal had | 
been sent to Liverpool, where it had been exposed | 


For this | 
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part of it. If it should turn out that corn , 
could be so a as to stand the effec: 
humidity without souring, it might be take 
board our ships of war and cooked from ¢ 
day, as it was wanted. And what an 
would this be to the comfort and enjoyme 
Mr. S. appealed to gentlemen espe; 
ally from the West and Southwest. Shov|d is 
be able to send corn meal to sea as a constitnen: 
of our marine ration, they must inevitably fee} th. 
effects of it. , 

Mr. McKAY opposed the amendment ag yp. 


necessary. The Secretary had power to maka 


this purchase as the law stood. He Suggested to 

the gentleman from Ohio that a better course w 

be to bring in a separate bill, containing this 

vision not only, but regulating the whole sy 
_ of our naval supplies. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, Proposed to 
strike out all that part of the amendment which 
had special reference to the process of Mr, Sw. 
ford: this gave the whole thing the air of beino 
got up for the personal benefit of a particula: 
individual. Indeed, he thought the whole provis- 
ion unnecessary; but if the Secretary was to make 
the experiment, and preferred the meal prepared 
by Mr. Stafford, he could resort to that withoy 
| having it specified in the law. But he wanted 
to know why these various objects for which 
/ such a string of amendments had been offered 
by the gentleman from Ohio had not sooner Leen 
brought to the notice of the Naval Committee, and 
| bills reported for them in due time and in the reg. 
ular course of business? It was a very great an- 
noyance to the House to have them thus stuck in 
one after another, unnecessarily consuming time 
and retarding the course of important legislation, 
Mr. J. withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BAYLY renewed it. He thought there 
was much misapprehension on this subject. The 
Naval Committee had examined the subject, and 
understood it perfectly. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. McKay] was certainly mistaken in 
supposing that the Secretary could make this pur- 
chase for experiment by the law as it at present 
stood. This kiln-dried corn meal was the best 
now known; and Mr. B. did not doubt it would 
| justify all the a which had been created by 

thediscovery. Unless prepared by this or some 
other very effectual process, meal would not keep 
at sea a week without turning sour. Mr. B. te- 
presented a corn-growing district, as most of them 
did; but he could not regard as very important to 
corn-raisers the small additional market to be 
opened by the use of this substance in our navy; 
but, for the comfort of the service, he was very 
desirous it should be used if it would answer the 
purpose. Its use would soon become extensive 
out of the navy as well as in it. 

The question occurring on the amendment re- 
newed by Mr. Bayty, it was rejected. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to strike out the word 
“corn,” and insert “Indian.” [A laugh.] 

Mr. VINTON observed that this amendment 
did not increase at ail the amount of money appro- 
priated; its adoption would cost nothing and might 

rove of some use; at all events, it could do no 
apie. He really hoped the committee would, 
without further loss of time, adopt this small amend- 
ment, so that they could get on and take up others 
which yet remained and were of great importance. 

The question being put, the amendment was 
carried: Ayes 89, noes 39. ; 

Mr. VINTON moved to strike out in line 76 
the words ** commandant’s office,” and in line 77 
“ water tanks.’’ He said, since the estimates were 
sent in, the chief of the bureau reported that the 
improvements could be dispensed with, The 
amendment was.agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved to add, at the end of the 
item for dry dock at New York, the following, 
| which was rejected: 

The Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to con 
tract with any suitable and competent person or persons tor 
the masonry or other parts of construction of the said dry 
dock and its appurtenances, as may in his opinion be con 
ducive to the public interests. on 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment providing 
for the purchase of ground in Brooklyn, near the 


ould 
pro- 


bject 





navy-yard, 
He Taid the correspondence from the Navy De- 


| partment respecting this amendment had been 
| some time since published, 


and he presumed the 


House were familiar with it. This appropriation 
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